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PREFACE 


1. This series consists of two Primers and four Readers. 

2. It is called the Rapid Reading Series, because its object 
is to enable the student to read and understand English in 
the shortest possible time. 

3. The Direct Method. It is sometimes raised as an objec- 
tion against the Direct Method that it lays too heavy a burden 
on the teacher. And there is some truth in this objection. 
The Direct Method, though undoubtedly the best and most 
natural way of teaching a foreign language, does certainly 
call for a degree of skill and initiative that may sometimes be 
beyond the powers of the average junior teacher of English. 
In this series, therefore, in order to lighten the work of the 
teacher, more stress has been laid on reading than on con- 
versation, though the latter has by no means been neglected, 
nor the Direct Method altogether abandoned. Plenty of 
material for Conversation will be found in these Readers and 
also for teaching Composition and Grammar. In fact the 
books are planned so as to enable the average teacher to give 
his pupils a very complete and thorough grounding in English 
and to teach them, with the least effort and in the shortest 
time, to read and understand English, and to write and speak 
it simply, clearly and with ease. 

4. The reading matter is very carefully graded and new 
words are introduced at regular intervals. New words 
average about live per printed page. 

Reader I. introduces about 250 new words. 

„ II. „ „ 450 „ 

,, III. ,, ,, 650 ,, 

„ IV. „ „ 1000 „ 


V 



VI 
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The pupil, when he has finished the four Readers, should 
thus have a good working vocabulary of well over 2000 
words. 

5. Every new word (except in the poetry lessons), when 
first introduced, is printed in bold type. 

6. Each new word, when first introduced, is repeated several 
times in different sentences, so as to impress it on the mind of 
the pupil. 

7. A list of new words is given at the end of each lesson. 

8. The Readers and the Lessons are strictly progressive, 
each being built up on the words learnt in the preceding ones. 
The pupil should, therefore, start with Reader I. and go 
right through the series. 

9. The pupil begins with simple sentences about his every- 
day surroundings and gradually and systematically enlarges 
his list of words and his power of expression. 

10. No useless or meaningless words are introduced, even 
in the earliest stages, and throughout the Readers, simple, 
clear, idiomatic modem English is used, so that a student 
has nothing to unlearn. 

11. Poetry. All children are fond of poetry, and it is good 
for them to read it, therefore a large proportion of simple 
poetry is found in all four Readers. 

The poems, though for the most part simple, may some- 
times be a little beyond the range of the pupils, owing to the 
fact that the language of poetry is usually rather more 
difficult than that of prose. 

All difficult points in the poems are made clear in the 
notes, but at the same time teachers are advised not to 
trouble their pupils too much with such difficulties. 

12. Revision Lessons. After every four or five lessons 
there is a Revision Lesson. 
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The object of these Revision lessons is twofold : 

(а) To fix in the minds of the pupils what they have 
learnt in the four or five preceding lessons. 

(б) To give the pupils practice in asking and answering 
questions, and to give them, and their teachers also, 
examples of questions that may usefully be asked when 
revising. 

13. Conversation forms part of every lesson — ^the pupil is 
taught from the beginning to talk readily about what he sees 
around him. 

14. Composition, based on oral work, also forms part of 
every lesson. 

15. Grammar. The main points of grammar are simply and 
clearly dealt with in connection with the reading matter in 
Readers II., III. and IV., but not in Reader I. 

16. Pronunciation. Notes are given to assist teachers and 
pupils where difficulties of^)ronunciation occur. 

17. Notes and Hints. A few notes and hints are added to 
most of the lessons. These are intended to give help to 
teachers in regard to doubtful and difficult points. 

18. The series is made as complete as possible, so that both 
teacher and pupils will find in them all they require in order 
to get a real grip and understanding of the English language 
in its everyday use. 

19. I have to thank the following publishers for kindly 
allowing me to reprint copyright material : Messrs. A. Brown 
& Sons, Ltd., for “ The Firemen,” from Brown’s Original 
Recitations, by Agnes J. Austin ; Messrs. John Lane, The 
Bodley Head, Ltd., for “ A Child’s Evensong,” from English 
Poems, by Mr. Richard Le Gallienne ; and Messrs. F. Wame & 
Co., Ltd., for “ The Elephant,” from Easy Rhymes and Simple 
Poems for Young Children. 
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LESSON 1. 

THE SKY. 

What is this under our feet ? 

This is the ground under my feet. 
And what is that over your head ? 
That is the sky over my head. 



Where is the sky ? 

The sky is up there. The sky is high above our 
heads ; it is above the trees ; it is above the school ; 
it is above us all. It is very high up. It is very high 
above our heads. 

Look at the sky. 

I am looking at the sky. 

What colour is it ? 

The sky is blue. 
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Yes, that is right ; the sky is blue. 

What else is blue ? 

Some books are blue, some birds are blue, and some 
flowers are blue. 

Yes, that is right. Now, tell me, what colours are 
flowers ? 

Some flowers are white, some flowers are blue, some 
flowers are green and some flowers are red. 

Yes, that is right. 

Now, tell me, what can you see in the sky ? 

I can see clouds ? 

Where are the clouds ? 

The clouds are up there, high up in the sky. They 
are high up above our heads. 

WTiat colour are the clouds ? 

The clouds are white. 

Are the clouds always white ? 

No, sometimes the clouds are black. 

When are the clouds black ? 

The clouds are black, when it is going to rain. 
When we see the sky covered with black clouds, we 
know that it is going to rain. 

Is it going to rain now ? 

No, it is not going to rain now. There are no black 
clouds in the sky, so I know it is not going to rain. 

TeU me what else you can see in the sky. 

I can see some birds flying in the sky. 

Do they fly slowly ? 
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No, they fly quickly. They are little birds, but 
they can fly quickly. 

How do they fly ? 

They fly with their wingt>. 

Can you fly ? 

No, I cannot fly, but I can run and jump. 

Can you run quickly ? 

Yes, I can run quickly, but I cannot run so quickly 
as the birds can fly. 

What else can you see in the sky ? 

I see some dust. 

Where is the dust ? 

It is over there. It is rising up behind that cart. 
As the cart goes along, the dust rises up behind it. It 
rises up into the sky, then it falls down again. 

Where does it faU ? 

It falls down on the trees, it falls down on the 
grass, it falls down on the school, and some of it falls 
down on us. 

Is there any dust on that tree ? 

Yes, there is some dust on all its leaves. There is 
some dust on the grass. See, there is some dust on 
my feet. 

Why i^ there dust on your feet ? 

There is dust on my feet, because, when I walk along 
the road, the dust rises up and falls down again on my 
feet. It flies into my face, and into my eyes and ears 
and nose. Can you see any dust on my face now ? 
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Yes, I can see a little dust on your face, but not 
very much. 

How does the dust come on your face ? 

It comes because the air carries it there. 

above sky blue flowers right 

cloud high rain know so « * ^ as 

fall-s rise (rising) 

Hints. — ^Though we may feel inclined to say, “ Of whai 
colour is the sky ? ” we must not do so, but use the correct 
idiom, which is : “ What colour is the sky ? ” 

Conversation. — ^This lesson should be done out-of-doors. 
The pupils will find plenty to talk about, and can ask one 
another questions about the sky, and what they see there. 

Composition. — few simple sentences in reply to the 
questions ; Where is the sky ? Where does the dust fall ? 
What colour are flowers ? 


LESSON 2. 

THE AIR> 

Tell me, where is the air ? 

The air is here. The air is there. The air is above 
us. The ah is on this side. The air is on that side. 
The air is on every side of us. The air is all round us. 
Can you see the air ? 

No, I cannot see the ah. 

Why cannot you see the ah ? If it is all round you, 
why cannot you see it ? 




air, because it has no colour. Now, tell me, can you 
feci the air ? 

Yes, I can feel the air. I can feel the air, when the 
wind blows. When the wind blows, I can feel the 
air on my face and on my hands, and I can feel it on 
my legs and body. I can feel it aU round me. But I 
cannot see it. 

Can you see the sky ? 

Yes, I can see the sky. 
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Why can you see the sky ? 

I can see the sky because it has some colour. It is 
blue. But the air has no colour, and that is why I 
cannot see it. 

Is the sky always blue ? 

No, sometimes it is nearly black. 

When is that ? 

It is nearly black when it is covered with black 
clouds, and it is going to rain. 

Is the sky ever red ? 

Yes, it is red sometimes in the morning, and some- 
times in the evening* 

Is the sky ever green ? 

No, the sky is never green. 

Are the trees ever green ? 

Yes, the trees are green, if they are covered with 
green leaves. 

Are they ever red ? 

No, these trees are never red, but some trees have 
red leaves. 

Do many trees have red leaves ? 

No, only a few trees have red leaves. 

Do any men have red hair ? 

Yes, some men have red hair. 

Do many have red hair ? 

No, not many men have red hair. Only a few men 
have red hair. 

Is the road ever green ? 
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No, the road is never green. The grass and the 
trees by the side of the road are green, but the road 
is never green. It is always brown. 

Are there trees by the side of the road ? 

Yes, there are trees on both sides of the road. 

Do the trees feel the air ? 

Yes, if the wind blows the trees can feel it. You 
can see the branches and the leaves moving. Some- 
times the wind blows the leaves off the trees. When 
the wind blows the leaves off the trees, they fall down 
on to the ground. You can see them lying on the 
ground. 

Yes, I can see a good many leaves lying on the 
ground. The wind blows them off the trees. 

Does the wind blow into the school ? 

Yes, if the doors or windows are open, the wind blows 
into the school. 

Are the doors of the school open or shut ? 

Both the doors are open. 

Are the windows open or shut ? 

Two of the windows are open, and two are shut. 

Are all the doors and windows of the school ever shut ? 

Yes, aU the doors and windows are shut at night. 

When are they opened again ? 

They are opened again in the morning. 

When are your eyes shut ? 

They are sometimes shut in the day-time, and they 
are always shut at night when I am asleep. 
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When are you asleep ? 

I am asleep at night. 

Are you ever asleep in the day-time ? 

Sometimes I am asleep in the day-time, but not 
often. I am always asleep at night. 

Does the air come into your room at night ? 

Yes, it comes in, because I always have my window 
open. 


side 

round 

if 

think 

feel 

wind 

blow-s 

ever 

never 

evening 

off 

(lie) lying 

asleep 

few a few 

into 

body 

night 

day-time 




Hints. — This also may be taken as an out-door lesson. 

Conversation. — ^Encourage the pupils to question one 
another freely about the things they see around them. In 
this way they will not only soon learn the names of all the 
things they see, but what is more important, they will learn 
to talk in good, intelligible English about them. 

Composition. — A few sentences in reply to the questions : 
When do you feel the air ? How do you feel the air? Is the shy 
ever black ? When are you asleep ? Encourage the pupils to 
give as many answers as they can to each question. 

Grammar. — Nouns. It may be pointed out to the pupils 
that all names of things are called Noims. 
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LESSON 8. 

THE SUN. 

What is that up there in the sky ? 
That is the sun. 



Can you see the sun ? 

Yes, I can see the sun. We can all see the sun. It 
is up there in the sky, over our heads, over the trees, 
over the school, over all of us. 
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When does the sun shine ? 

The sun shines in the day. When the sun shines it 
is day. When the sun does not shine it is not day. 

What is it when the sun does not shine ? 

When the sun does not shine it is night. The 
night comes after the day. The day comes after the 
night, and then the night comes again. 

It is light in the day. It is dark at night. The 
sun gives us light in the day. 

Does the sun give us light at night ? 

No, the sun does not give us light at night. 

Why is it dark at night ? 

Because the sun gives us no light. We cannot see 
the sun at night, and that is why it is dark. 

Are we warm in the day ? 

Yes, we are warm in the day, and we are cold at 
night. 

Why are we warm in the day ? 

We are warm in the day because the sun shines on 
us and makes us warm. 

Why are we cold at night ? 

We are cold at night because the sun goes away at 
night. We cannot see the sun at night. The sun 
does not shine on us at night, and we are cold. In 
the morning the sun comes and shines on us and 
makes us warm again. 

Where do we see the sun in the morning ? 

In the morning we see the sun in the east. 
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Where is the east ? 

The east is over there. 

In the morning the sun comes up in the east. He 
goes up and up in the sky all day, till he is over our 
heads. Then he goes down and down, till he is in the 
west. 

Where is the west ? 

The west is over there. 

Does the sun always go down in the west ? 

Yes, the sun always goes down in the west, and it 
always comes up in the east. 

When the sun comes up it is morning, and when the 
sun goes down it is evening. 

In the day, when the sun shines on us, we are warm. 
In the night, when the sun does not shine on us, we are 
cold. It is cold before the sun rises. It gets warm 
after the sun rises. The sun makes it light and 
warm. 

Is it warm before the sun sets ? 

Yes, it is warm in the evening before the sun sets. 
It gets cold at night after the sun sets. 

Do you get up in the morning before the sun rises ? 

Sometimes I get up before the sun rises, but more 
often I get up after the sun has risen. When the 
sun rises, I know that it is time to get up. 

Is it cold when you get up in the morning ? 

Yes, it is cold if I get up before the sun has risen, 
but when the sun rises it soon gets warm. 
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Where does the sun rise ? 

The sun rises in the east and sets in the west. 


sun 

shine-s 

after 

before 

light 

dark 

give-s 

warm 

cold 

away 

east 

west 

till 

before 

set-s 

more 

risc-n 

make-s 




Hints. — ^This should be an out-door lesson. Let the pupils 
learn to point to the eaM and west. 

CoNVEESATiON. — ^Lct the pupils question one another about 
the sun, day, night, etc. 

Composition. — few sentences in reply to the questions : 
What jnakes the daylight ? Why is it dark at night ? Where 
is the sun in the daytime ? 

Grammar. — ^Let the pupils point out a few Nouns, 




I rise very early to wake up the day, 

I call boys and girls out to work and to play ; 

I shine on each house, through each window I peep ; 
I see little heads on their pillows asleep. 
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When I shine in their faces they start with surprise, 
And turn on their pillows, and rub sleepy eyes. 

I say to each one, “ Wake up, sleepy head. 

It’s time for all children to jump out of bed.” 


peep : look secretly, look without showing oneself. 

Note.— The lessons in verse will usually be found to con- 
tain some words that are a little more difficult than those in 
the prose reading lessons. This is because the language of 
verse and poetry is a little different from, and usually a little 
more difficult than, the language of prose. In spite of this, 
lessons in verse are given, even in the most elementary of these 
Readers, because children like poetry, and it is good for them 
to read and learn some from the very beginning. But there 
is no need to trouble them about the difficult words ; they 
can learn them later on, if they find them too hard. 

At the same time, all the unusual and difficult words are 
explained in the notes ; the rest are left for the teacher to 
deal with. 

The poems are given in little groups, but it may perhaps be 
best to take them one at a time between the other lessons. 
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LESSON 4. 

PART II. THE SUN* 



The sun that shines all day so bright, 

I wonder where he goes at night. 

He sinks behind a distant hill, 

And all the world grows dark and still. 

And then I go to bed and sleep 
Until the day begins to peep. 

And when my eyes unclose I see 
The sun is shining down on me. 
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While we are fast asleep in bed, 

The sun must go, I’ve heard it said. 

To other countries far away. 

To make them warm and bright and gay. 

I do not know, — ^but hope the sun 
When all his nightly work is done, 

Will not forget to come again 

And wake me through the window-pane. 

Anon. 

distant : far away. 

window-pane : glass of the window. 


LESSON 5. 

REVISION* 

Can you see the sun ? 

Yes, I can see the sun. It is up thet’e in the sky. 

Is it high up in the sky ? 

Yes, it is very high up in the sky. 

Is it above our heads ? 

Yes, it is high above our heads. It is above the 
road. It is above the trees and the school. It is 
above us all. 

What does the sun do ? 

The sun shines and gives us light. The sun makes 
us warm. 
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When does the sun shine ? 

The sun shines all day. 

Where does the sun rise ? 

The sun rises in the east. 

Where is the east ? 

The east is over there. 

When does the sun rise ? 

The sun rises in the morning. When the sun rises 
it is morning. 

Where does the light come from ? 

The light comes from the sun. When the sun rises 
in the morning it is light. The sun shines and makes 
it light. 

Does the sun make it warm ? 

Yes, the sun makes it warm. When the sun shines 
on us, we feel warm. 

Does the sun shine at night ? 

No, the sun does not shine at night. The sun goes 
away at night. 

When does the sun go away ? 

The sun goes away in the evening. It sets in the 
west. 

Where is the west ? 

The west is over there. 

Does the sun always set in the west ? 

Yes, the sun always sets in the west, and it always 
rises in the east. 

Is it cold at night ? 
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Yes, it is cold at night. 

Why is it cold at night ? 

It is cold at night because the sun is not shining. 

When does the wind blow ? 

The wind blows in the day and in the night. It 
blows at any time. 

Is it cold when the wind blows ? 

Sometimes it is cold, and at other times it is warm. 

Can you feel the wind blow ? 

Yes, I can feel it blow on my hands and face, and 
I can feel it blow on my body. 

Do the clouds feel the wind ? 

Yes, the clouds feel the wind. The wind blows and 
makes the clouds go along in the skyl 

What colour are the clouds ? 

Sometimes they are black, and at other times they 
are white. 

When are they black ? 

They are black when it is going to rain. 

Where does the rain come from ? 

It comes from the clouds. It falls down from the 
clouds on to the ground. 

Does it rain in the day or at night ? 

Sometimes it rains in the day and sometimes at night. 

Does it get cold when it rains ? • 

Yes, it gets cold when it rains. The rain majses the 
groimd cold ; the sun makes it hot. 

When do you get up in the morning ? 
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I get up early in the morning, when the sun rises. 
When the sun rises, I know that it is time for me to 
get up. 

What do you see when you get up ? 

I see the blue sky, and the sun shining in the east, 
and the green grass and the flowers of many colours. 

After you get up, what do you do ? 

I go to school. 

Hints. — ^These revision lessons are intended to fix in the 
mind of the student what he has already learnt, and more 
especially what he has learnt in the last four lessons. Pupils 
should question one another as thoroughly as possible, and the 
teacher should, from time to time, suggest fresh questions, 
so that none of the new words may be overlooked. 

Conversation. — ^Based on question and answer. 

Composition. — ^A few sentences in reply to the questions : 
WhM do you see when you get up in the morning ? Why is it 
cold at night f Where does the swn go at night P 

The pupils should be encouraged to give as many answers 
as they can to these questions. 

Grammar. — ^Point out a few Nouns or Name Words. 


LESSON 6. 

THE MIDDLE OF THE DAY* 

It is the middle of the day. Where is the sun now ? 
The sun is high up in the sky over our heads. The 
sun shines right down on our heads. It makes us all 
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very hot. We do not want to walk, or run, or jump. 
We want to sit still. 

VITiy do you want to sit still ? 

We want to sit still, because the sun is so hot. Let 



us sit down here, under this tree. It is not so hot 
here. It is not so hot here as out there on the road. 

Yes, let us sit down here, under the shade of this 
tree. It is cool here. 

Now, tell me, what can you see on the road ? 

I can see a woman walking out there along the road. 
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What is that on her head ? 

There is a big bundle on her head. The bundle is 
big, and the woman is tired* 

Why is the woman tired ? 

She is tired, because the bundle on her head is a big 
one, and she is tired because the sun is very hot 

to-day. 

Yes, it is very hot to-day. The sun is high up in 
the sky, because it is the middle of the day, and it 
makes us all hot and tired. The woman is hot and 
tired. 

What is the woman doing now ? 

She is standing still now, because she is tired of 
walking. 

What is that coming along the road ? 

That is a cart. It is coming along the road behind 
the woman. Two white bullocks are pulling the cart 
along the dusty road. The road is very dusty. When 
the bullocks pull the cart along, the dust rises up into 
the air. 

What is the cart doing now ? 

The cart is standing still. 

What is the woman doing ? 

She is going up to the cart. She is taking the big 
bundle off her head and putting it into the cart. She 
gets into the cart. She sits down in the cart. She 
is glad to get into the cart and sit down. 

Why is she glad to get into the cart ? 
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She is glad to get into the cart, because she wants 
to sit down and rest* 

Why does she want to sit down and rest ? 

She wants to sit down and rest, because she is very 
tired of carrying the big bundle on her head in the hot 
sun. Her head is hot, and her feet are very dusty. 

Now she can sit and rest in the cart. "V^at is the 
man doing now ? 

The man is driving the cart along. 

Is the woman carrying her bundle now ? 

No, she is not carrying her bundle. The cart is 
carrying her bundle. The two bullocks are pulling the 
cart along the dusty road, and the woman is sitting 
behind in the cart with her bundle by her side. 

The bullocks are pulling the cart, and the main, 
the woman, and the bundle in the cart. As they go 
along, I see the dust rise high up into the air. The 


dust rises 

up from the dusty brown road. 

It rises 

up behind the cart, 
dust. 

I can see 

the cart through the 

middle 

hot 

still 

let us 

out 

shade 

to-day 

cool 

glad 

woman 

rest 

bundle 

tired 


Hints. — ^Tids should be another out-door lesson. 
Conversation.— The pupils should find plenty to talk 
about even with their small stock of words. The great thing 
is to get them to use the words they know freely. 
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Composition. — A few sentences about the 'woman and her 
bundle. 

Grammar. — ^Let the pupils continue to point out the Nouns 
in the lesson. 


LESSON 7. 

IN THE SHADE* 

What are we doing now ? 

We are sitting down under the shade of this tall 
tree. 

Why are we sitting here ? 

We are sitting here, because it is cool luider the 
shade of this tall green tree. 

Why is it cool under the shade of the tree ? 

It is cool, because the leaves do not let the sun 
shine on us. The green leaves of the tree do not let 
the hot sun shine on our heads. We feel cool under 
the shade of the green leaves. 

Do you feel cool out there in the road ? 

No, we do not feel cool out there in the dusty road. 
We feel very hot in the dusty road, because the sun 
shines down on our heads, and the hot dust is on our 
feet. 

Let us rest here for some time in the shade. 

Are you thirsty ? 

Yes, I am thirsty. I am always very thirsty on a 
hot day. 




Let us go there and drink some water. 

Yes, let us do that. We are all thirsty. We all 
want to drink some water. I am glad there is some 
water near us. When we drink the water, we are cool 
again. 

Are we thirsty after we drink water ? 

No, we are not thirsty after we drink water. When 
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we drink water our thirst goes away. We do not 
want any more water. 

Do you like water ? 

Yes, I like water. I like to drink cold water when 
I am thirsty. I am glad to get a drink of cold water 
when I am tired and thirsty. When I drink cold 
water, my thirst goes away. 

Do birds like to sit in the cool shade ? 

Yes, in the middle of the day, when it is very hot, 
all the birds come and sit on the trees. They sit 
under the shade of the green leaves. 

Why do they sit under the shade of the green 
leaves ? 

They sit under the shade of the green leaves, because 
it is very hot in the sun, but it is cool under the shade 
of the branches. 

Are all the branches covered with leaves ? 

Yes, all the branches of the trees are covered with 
green leaves. That is why it is cool under the trees. 
The green leaves on the branches make a cool shade. 
We can sit in the shade and rest. We can go to 
sleep in the cool shade if we want to. 

Do you want to sleep ? 

No, 1 do not want to sleep now. 

Do birds drink water ? 

Yes, birds drink water. If they are thirsty, they go 
to a pool of water and drink. See, some birds are 
near the pool now. They are drinking. They drink 
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because they are thirsty. They drink because it is a 
hot day. On a hot day the sun makes the birds 
thirsty. The sun makes us all thirsty. 

Is the water in that pool good to drink ? 

Yes, it is good to drink. It is cool and good to 
drink. There is no dust in the water. We can all 
drink it. If we drink it, our thirst goes away. We 
are not thirsty now ; we are not tired now ; we are 
not hot now, because we have had a good drink of 
cold water. 

tall let thirst thirsty water 

pool drink like sleep want 

Hints. — Thirst is pronounced as if spelt thurst. Water is 
pronounced waw-ter. The vowel a in water is pronounced 
with a rounded mouth. 

Conversation. — As before, let the pupils learn to talk 
freely about the things they see. around them. 

Composition. — A few sentences in reply to the questions : 
When do we want to drink water ? How do trees drink wetter ? 
Why is it cool in the shade P 

Grammar. — Continue pointing out Nouns. 
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LESSON 8. 

PART I. A HOT DAY* 



See, the sun is up so high, 
Not a cloud is in the sky ; 

It is very hot to-day. 

Far too hot for work or play. 
Let us go where it is cool, 

By the side of yonder pool. 
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Underneath that mango tree 
There is shade for you and me. 

Let us, then, thank God, who made 
Tall, green trees to give us shade. 

L. T. 

yond&r : over there. 


LESSON 8. 


PART II. THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT. 


This is the house that Jack 
built. 



This is the malt 

That lay in the house that Jack 
built. 

This is the rat. 

That ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack 
built. 




This is the cat, 

That killed the rat. 

That ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack 
buUt. 
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This is the dog, 

That worried the cat, 

That killed the rat. 

That ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack 
built. 


This is the cow with the crumpled 
horn. 

That tossed the dog, 

That worried the cat, 

That killed the rat. 

That ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack 
built. 




This is the maiden all forlorn 
That milked the cow with the 
crumpled horn. 

That tossed the dog. 

That worried the cat. 

That killed the rat. 

That ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack 
built. 
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This is the man all tattered and 
tom, 

That kissed the maiden all forlorn, 
That milked the cow with the 
crumpled horn, 

That tossed the dog, 

That worried the cat, 

That killed the rat, 

That ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack 
built. 



This is the priest all shaven and 
shorn, 

That married the man all tattered 
and torn. 

That kissed the maiden all forlorn, 
That milked the cow with the 
crumpled horn, 

That tossed the dog. 

That worried the cat. 

That killed the rat. 

That ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack 
built. 

This is the cock that crowed in the 
morn. 
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That waked the priest all shaven and shorn, 
That married the man all tattered and torn, 
That kissed the maiden all forlorn, 

That milked the cow with the crumpled horn. 
That tossed the dog. 

That worried the cat. 

That killed the rat. 

That ate the malt 

That lay in the house that Jack built. 

This is the farmer sowing his 
corn. 

That kept the cock that 
crowed in the morn. 

That waked the priest all 
shaven and shorn. 

That married the man all 
tattered and torn. 

That kissed the maiden all 
forlorn, 

That milked the cow with 
the crumpled horn. 

That tossed the dog. 

That worried the cat. 

That killed the rat. 

That ate the malt 

That lay in the house that Jack built. 

Nursery Rhyme. 



R.R.S. II. 


B2 
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Note. — This nursery rhyme of The House that Jack Built 
is a favourite with all English children, and should also 
amuse Indian boys and girls, who will like to learn and repeat 
it. The many repetitions make it easy to get by heart. 

All the difficult words are explained below, but the pupils 
need not be troubled too much with them. 
malt : a kind of grain prepared from barley. 
worried : ran after and tried to kill. 
crumpled : twisted. 

tossed : threw in the air with its horns. 

forlorn : alone, deserted. 

tattered : in rags and torn clothes. 

shaven and shorn : with his beard shaved off and his hair 
cut short. 
morn : morning. 


LESSON 9. 

MY HOME* 

Where do you live^ Susil ? 

I live in a village not far from here. 

How far is it from here ? 

About three or four miles. 

Which is the way to your village ? Is it that way ? 

No, the other way. You go down the road for 
about a mile, and then turn to the left. Then you 
go along a small road, that takes you straight to our 
village. That is where I live. My home is there. 
You can easily find the way. 
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Yes, I think I can find it. 

Well, tell me how you must go. 

I must go along the road, that way, for about a 
mile. Then I must turn to the left along a small 



road, and that road will take me straight to your 
home. 

Yes, that is quite right. You will easily find it if 
you do that. 

Now, tell me, who lives with you in your home ? 

My father and my mother, and my brothers and 
sisters live with me in my home. 

How many brothers and sisters have you ? 
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I have three brothers and two sisters. 

Are they older than you ? 

Two of my brothers are older, and one is younger. 
Both my sisters are younger. 

Do your brothers go to school ? 

Two of them go to school, but the little one does 
not. He is too young. 

Is your village a big village ? 

No, it is quite a small village. Only a few people 
live there. 

What do the people in your village do ? 

They look after their cows and their fields. They 
are nearly all farmers. 

Is your father a farmer ? 

Yes, my father is a farmer. He has some fields and 
a good many cows. The fields give us rice, and the 
cows give us milk. 

What does your father do with the rice ? 

He sells some of it, and some he keeps for us to 
eat. 

Do you all eat rice ? 

Yes, we eat rice every day, so we have to grow 
plenty of rice. 

What do you do with the milk ? 

Some of it we drink, some we sell, and some we keep. 

What do you do with the milk you keep ? 

We make it into butter and ghi. 

Do you drink milk ? 
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Yes, I drink milk every morning before I come to 
school. 

When do you get up ? 

I get up early, soon after the sun rises. Then I jump 
out of bed and get ready to go to school. I wash and 
dress myself, and have something to eat, and after 
that, when I am quite ready, I start off to school. 

Do you ever get up late ? 

Yes, sometimes I do. Then my father comes to 
call me. He calls me, and says, “ Get up, Susil. 
Jump out of bed. It is time to wash and dress your- 
self, and get ready to go to school.” 

Do you get up then ? 

Yes, I get up when my father calls me. If I don’t 
get up, he is angry with me, and says, “ Susil, you bad 
boy, jump out of bed at once.” 

Do you get up then ? 

Yes, I always jump out of bed then. I do not like 
my father to be angry with me. I get up, and wash 
and dress myself. Then I have something to eat, 
some rice and milk. When I am quite ready, I start 
off to school. 

Are you often late for school ? 

No, I am not often late for school. I am nearly 
always in good time. I do not like to be late. If I 
am late, my teacher is angry with me, and so is my 
father, and I do not like that. So I always try to get 
to school in good time. 
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live 

about 

which ? 

left 

straight 

easily 

find 

must 

quite 

brother-s 

sister-s 

old-er 

young-er 

too 

people 

cow-s 

field-s 

farmer-s 

give 

rice 

milk 

sell-s 

keep-s 

eat 

grow 

butter 

ready 

wash 

dress 

myself 

something 

start 

call 

bed 

angry 

at once 

than 





Hints. — ^Notice the forms younger, older. Some practice 
should be given in the use of these comparatives. 

Also notice the pronouns formed by adding -self {myself, 
yourself, etc.). We shall meet with many of these in later 
lessons. 

Conversation. — ^Try to get the pupils to talk about their 
homes. Questions like those in the lesson should be used, 
but not necessarily the same ones. 

Composition. — ^A few sentences about your home. What 
do you do when you wake in the morning ? What do you eat and 
drink ? 

Grammar. — ^Point out some more Nouns. 


LESSON 10. 

REVISION- 

Who are these people coming along the road ? 
They are farmers. 

What do they do ? 

They look after their fields and their cows. 
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What do they grow in their fields ? 

They grow rice in their fields. 

What do they do with the rice that they grow ? 

Some of it they keep, and some of it they sell. 

Why do they keep some of the rice ? 

They keep some of the rice because they want it to 
eat. 

What do these people eat ? 

They all eat rice. 

If they all eat rice, why do they sell some of it ? 

They sell some of their rice, because they cannot eat 
all the rice that they grow. 

What do they do with the milk ? 

Some of it they drink, and some of it they sell, and 
some they make into butter and ghi. 

Do you eat rice ? 

Yes, I eat rice when I am hungry. 

Do you drink mUk ? 

Yes, I drink milk, and water too, when I am 
thirsty. 

When do you drink milk ? 

I drink milk in the morning. I get up, and get 
washed and dressed. Then I eat some rice and drink 
some milk. Then I am quite ready to start off to 
school. 

When do you go home again ? 

I go home again when school is over. 

Which way do you go home ? 
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I go that way. I go straight down the road for 
about a mile, then I turn to the left, down a little road. 

Where does the little road go ? 

The little road takes me straight home to my village. 

Who lives in your home ? 

My father and mother, and my brothers and sisters. 

Are your brothers and sisters older or younger than 
you? 

Some of them are older, and some of them are 
younger. One of my brothers is quite small. 

Does your little brother go to school ? 

No, he does not go to school. He is too small. 

Is there a pool of water near your village ? 

Yes, there is a big pool of water near our village!! 
We often go and sit by the pool, in the middle of the 
day, when it is very hot. 

Why do you go and sit there ? 

We go and sit there, because it is always cool under 
the shade of the trees, by the side of the pool. 

Do you drink the water of the pool ? 

Yes, we drink the water of the pool when we are 
thirsty, and we sometimes go to sleep in the shade, by 
the side of the pool. 

Is it cool in the shade of the trees, by the side of the 
road ? 

Yes, it is cool under the trees, by the side of the road, 
but it is not so cool as it is in the shade, by the side of 
the pool. 



RAPID READING SERIES. READER II. 39 

Do you see that woman over there ? 

Yes, I can see her. 

What is she doing ? 

She is sitting down to rest by the side of the road. 

Why is she sitting down to rest ? 

She is sitting down to rest because she is tired. 

Why is she tired ? 

She is tired, because she has been carrying a big 
bundle on her head. 

Has she come a long way ? 

Yes, she has come many miles, that is why she is 
tired. 

What has she done with her bundle ? 

She has put it down by her side. 

Why does she sit there ? 

Because it is cool under the shade of the trees. It 
is not so hot as it is out there on the road. 

What is she doing now ? 

She is going to the pool to get a drink of water. 
She is glad to have a drink of cold water. 

What is she doing now ? 

She has had a drink and is getting ready to start 
off again. • She is lifting up her bundle again. 

Can she lift it easily ? 

No, she cannot lift it easily. It is a big bundle, and 
not easy to lift. A man is lifting it on to her head for 
her. 

Is he a little man ? 
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No, he is a tall man. 

All the people are going away now, and it is time for 
us to go into school again to do our writing. 

Hints. — Make the questions as varied as possible so as to 
introduce all the new words in more than one way. Do not 
be satisfied to use only the questions given in the book ; try 
to invent others. 

Conversation. — Base this on the lesson, and try to revise 
all that the pupils have learnt in the last few lessons. 

Composition. — ^A few sentences in reply to the questions : 
Which is the way to your home ? Why is the woman tired ? 

Grammar. — Continue to point out the Notms. 


LESSON 11. 

THE BIRD, PART I, 

What is that in the tree ? 

That is a bird. 

What is it doing ? 

It is sitting in the tree. 

It is a little bird. It has two wings and a tail. II 
has two eyes and a beak. Its beak is like a nose 
and a mouth. It can open its beak. 

What does it do with its beak ? 

It eats and drinks with its beak. It opens its beak 
to eat and drink and to sing. When it is happy i1 
sings. 

What are its wings for ? 
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Its wings are to fly with. 

It flies through the air with its wings. 

Its tail helps it to fly. 

It flies with the help of its wings and its tail. 



Its beak helps it to eat. 

It cannot fly without its wings. 

It cannot eat without its beak. 

It cannot drink without its beak. 

I cannot eat without my mouth. 

My mouth helps me to eat and drink. 

I cannot drink without my mouth. 

The bird’s wings help it to fly. 

I have no wings to help me to fly. 

I cannot fly, because I have no wings. 

I can run, because I have legs and feet. 
My legs and feet help me to run. 
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My legs and feet help me to walk. 

You can walk, and run, and jump, because you have 
legs and feet. 

Without your legs and feet you cannot walk, or run, 
or jump. 

Look at the bird’s wings. 

They are covered with feathers. 

The bird is covered with feathers. Its body is 
covered with feathers. Its head is covered with 
feathers. Its wings are covered with feathers. Its 
tail is covered with feathers. 

Is your body covered with feathers ? 

No, my body is not covered with feathers. 

Is your head covered with feathers ? 

No, my head is not covered with feathers ; my head 
is covered with hair. 

Is the bird’s head covered with hair ? 

No, the bird’s head is not covered with hair ; it is 
covered with feathers. 

What colour is your hair ? 

My hair is black. 

What colour are the bird’s feathers ? 

The bird’s feathers are brown ; but some birds are 
black, some are gi-een, some are blue, and some are 
white, some are red, and some are yellow. 

Have you ever seen a yellow bird ? 

Yes, I saw a yellow bird this morning, as I was 
coming to school. 
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Where does the bird live ? 

The bird lives in the tree ; it lives in a nest in the 
tree. 

What is a nest ? 

A nest is a bird’s house. It is a little house made 
of grass and leaves. 

Do you live in a nest ? 

No, I do not live in a nest, I live in a house. 


tail 

beak 

like 

happy 

hclp-s 

without 

feathers 

yellow 

nest 

house 

mouth 

body 

was 

(see) saw 




Conversation. — ^Encourage the boys to talk about the 
birds they see around them. 

Composition. — few sentences in answer to the questions : 
What is a bird like ? Why can a bird fly P What is a nest ? 

Grammar. — ^Adjectives are words that add something to 
the meaning of nouns : big, little, good, bad. The pupils will 
easily learn to point them out. 

LESSON 12. 

THE BIRD^ PART II. 

Where does the bird make its nest ? 

The bird makes its nest in a tree. 

Is your house in a tree ? 



44 RAPID READING SERIES. READER II. 

No, my house is on the ground. 

Do all birds make their nests in trees ? 

Most birds make their nests in trees, but a few 
birds make their nests on the ground. 

Who builds the nest for the bird ? 

The bird builds its own nest. 
Do you build your own house ? 
No, I cannot build my own 
house, someone has to build it 
for me. 

Do any people build their own 
houses ? 

Yes, a few people build their 
own houses, but most people 
have houses built for them. Birds build their own 
nests, and lay their eggs in them. 

The bird makes its nest in the tree, and lays its 
eggs in the nest. 

How many eggs does a bird lay ? 

It lays four or five eggs in its nest. Then it sits on 
the eggs to make them warm. It sits 6n the eggs til) 
the little birds come out of the eggs. 

What colour are the eggs ? 

Some eggs are white, some are brown, some are 
blue, and some are covered with spots. Many birds 
lay eggs covered with spots. 

When the little birds come out of the eggs, the 
father and mother birds are glad. They feed the 
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little birds till they grow big and strong. The 
father and the mother bring food in their beaks, and 
put the food into the mouths of the little birds. The 
little birds open their mouths, when they see their 
father and mother coming with food in their beaks. 

The father and mother put the food into the open 
mouths of the hungry little birds. The hungry little 
birds eat food all day long. They quickly grow big 
and strong. When they grow big and strong, they 
learn to fly. Their father and mother teach them to 
fly. When the little birds learn to fly, they jump out 
of the nest and fly off into the trees. They do not 
come back to the nest again. They live in the trees. 
The father and mother do not feed them any more. 
They do not come back to their father and mother. 

Do your father and mother feed you ? 

Yes, my father and mother feed me every day. 
They give me food to eat. 

Do they put it in your mouth ? 

No, they do not put it in my mouth. They give 
me bread, and I put it in my own mouth. When I 
was very little, my mother put food into my mouth ; 
but now I am big I can put food into my own mouth. 

Do you get your own food ? 

No, I do not get my own food. My father and 
my mother get it for me. When I am bigger, I shall 
work and get my own food. But I cannot do that now. 

Shall you work when you are bigger ? 
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Yes, I shall go to work every day. 

Do birds work ? 

Yes, birds work every day to get their own food 
and to get food for their little ones. 

How do they work ? 

They fly here and there, looking for food. They fly 
about all day long, looking for food. When they find 
any food, they fly back with it to their nest and give 
it to their little ones. Their little ones are always 
hungry. They always want more food. They open 
their beaks when they see their father and mother 
bringing them food. They are very glad to see their 
father and mother coming back with more food for them. 

Do they make a noise when they see them coming 
with food ? 

Yes, they make a loud noise, because they are glad 
when they see food coming for them. All the little 
birds in the nest make a loud noise, when they see 
their father and mother bringing back food for them. 
They all open their beaks and make a loud noise. 

more most build built (my) own, etc* 

some-one lay-s egg-s spots feed 

food grow strong hungry (big) bigger 

back shall work noise loud 

Hints. — possible, the pupils should be shown a bird’s nest 
and eggs. At the same time, they should be taught that it is 
cruel to take a bird’s eggs or tear down its nest. 
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Conversation. — Get the pupils to talk about men’s houses 
and birds’ nests. Do not limit them to the questions given in 
the book. 

Composition. — few sentences in reply to the questions : 
What are birds’ nests like ? How do birds feed their little ones ? 
What do the little ones do ? 

Grammar. — ^Point out some more Adjectives in your 
Reader, and show how comparatives in -er {bigger, stronger) 
are formed. 


LESSON 13. 

PART I, THE LITTLE BIRD IN THE NEST, 



What does little birdie say, 

In her nest at peep of day ? 

“ Let me fly,” says little birdie, 
“ Mother, let me fly away.” 
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“ Birdie, rest a little longer, 

Till the little wings are stronger.” 

So she rests a little longer, 

Then she flies away. 

Tennyson. 

birdie : little bird ; a diminutive form of the word used to 
express affection. 

peep of day : dawn, early morning. 


PART II. ONCE I SAW A LITTLE BIRD* 



Once I saw a little bird 
Come hop, hop, hop ; 

So I said, “ Little bird, 

Will you stop, stop, stop ? ” 
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I went to the window 

To say, “ How d’you do ? ” 

But he shook his little tail 

And away he flew. ,, bt. 

Nursery Bnyme. 


PART in. THE NEST* 



A little bird built a warm nest in a tree, 

And laid some blue eggs in it, one, two, and three, 
And then very glad and delighted was she. 

And after a while, but how long I can’t tell, 

The little ones crept, one by one, from their shell ; 
And their mother was pleased, for she loved them all 
well. 

She spread her soft wings on them all the day long. 

To warm and to guard them, her love was so strong ; 
And her mate was beside her and sang her a song. 

Ann and Jane Taylor. 
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delighted : very glad. 

mate : companion, husband or wife ; here it means the 
father bird. 

PART IV. PUSSY AND ROBIN REDBREAST* 



Little Robin Redbreast sat upon a tree ; 

Up went Pussy-Cat, and down came he ; 

Down came Pussy-Cat, and away Robin ran. 

Says little Robin Redbreast, “ Catch me, if you can.” 

Little Robin Redbreast jumped upon a wall ; 
Pussy-Cat jumped after him, and nearly got a fall. 
Little Robin chirped and sang. And what did Pussy say ? 
Pussy-Cat said, “ Miaow,” and Robin flew away. 

Nursery Bhyme. 

Fussy : a common name for a cat. 

Robin Redbreast : the name of a little bird very common 
and much loved in England ; the bird is so called because it 
has red feathers on its breast. 
chirped : made a noise. 
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LESSON 14. 

THE FARMER AND THE LARKS* part i. 

Larks are little birds. They make their nests on 
the ground, in the tall grass. We cannot see their 
nests, because the tall grass covers them and hides 
them. Sometimes they fly high in the air and sing. 
They sing when they are happy. 



Now, let us read a story about some larks and a 
farmer. 

Two larks made their nest in the field of a farmer. 
The nest was quite hidden by the tall grass so that 
no one could see it. The mother lark laid four or 
five eggs in her nest. When she had laid her eggs, 
she sat on them to make them warm. Sometimes the 
mother lark sat on the eggs, and sometimes the father 
lark sat on the eggs. 
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In the day time, when the mother lark was sitting 
on the nest, the father lark flew up high in the air and 
sang to the mother lark. The father lark sang when 
he was happy. He was happy to see his nest, and to 
see the mother lark sitting on the eggs. The mother 
lark was glad to hear him sing. 

After some days, the little birds came out of the 
eggs, which the father and mother larks had kept warm 
in the nest. 

The father and mother larks were very glad to see 
the little larks that came out of the eggs, and the 
father lark flew high up in the air again and sang to 
the mother lark. The mother lark was very glad to 
hear him sing, and she was glad to see her little 
children. 

The father and mother kept their children warm in 
the nest at night, and in the day time the little larks 
sat near one another in the nest and kept one another 
warm. They were too small to run or to fly, but 
every day they grew bigger and stronger. 

The father and mother were at work all day long 
bringing food for their children. When the hungry 
little larks saw their father or their mother coming 
back and bringing food, they all opened their mouths 
wide and made a loud noise. 

The little larks were too small to feed themselves, 
so the father and mother brought the food for their 
little ones in their beaks, and put it into the mouths 
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they opened so wide. The little larks quickly ate up 
the food, and then opened their mouths and cried for 
more. They were always crying for more, and the 
father and mother worked all day long to bring food 
for them. But the little larks never stopped crying 
for more food till night came. Then they all went to 
sleep. 

One morning, the mother went away very early to 
bring food for her children. When she came back to 
the nest again, she saw that the little ones were all 
frightened and crying. 

“ What is this ? ” asked the mother. “ What is 
all this ? Why are you all frightened and crying ? ” 

“ Oh, mother ! ” said one of the little larks, “ we 
are all frightened and crying because of what we heard 
the farmer say this morning.” 

“ What did he say, my child ? ” asked the mother. 

“ The farmer came to the field with his son,” said 
the little lark. “ He stood in the field, close to our 
nest, and he said, ‘ My son, this grass is ready to 
cut. We must cut it to-’-morrow. I will ask all 
our friends to come and help us to cut it to-morrow 
morning. We will ask them to come early in the 
morning and help us to cut it. When they come, we 
will cut the grass.’ Then he went ofi with his son. 
Oh, mother, we are afraid. What shall we do, when 
the farmer comes back to-morrow morning with all 
his friends to cut the grass ? We shall all be killed. 
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What shall we do ? Oh, mother ! what shall we do ? ” 
And all the little larks began to cry again. 

“ Don’t cry, my little ones,” said the mother. 
“ Don’t be afraid. There is nothing to be afraid of. 
You will not be killed. If the farmer waits till his 
friends come to help him, the grass will not be cut 
to-morrow morning. Stop crying, my children, don’t 
be afraid. You will not be killed. Wait tiU to-morrow 
morning and see what happens.” 


lark 

(stand) stood 

hide 

hidden 

(can) could 

(lay) laid 

(fly) flew 

(sing) sang 

(come) came (keep) kept 

strong-er 

bring-ing 

(grow) grew wide 

(eat) ate 

cry (cried) 

will 

to-morrow 

friend 

cut 

kill-ed 

don^t 

afraid 

(go) went 

wait 

ask-ed 

happen 

ourselves 

(do) did 

story 

(hear)heard frightened 

close to 

help 

happy 

son 

child 

children 

ask-ed 

(see) saw 


(say) said 

Hints. — ^Notice the short form don’t for do not. Many such 
short forms are commonly used in English, both in speech and 
in writing, such as won’t (will not), can’t (cannot), shan’t (shall 
not). Don’t and all the above abbreviations are pronounced 
as one syllable. 

Ate is pronounced et. 

Conversation. — ^About the larks. It will make the con- 
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versation more real and interesting if pupils take different 
parts ; one can be the father bird, another the mother bird, 
and others can represent and speak for the little birds ; then 
one boy can be the farmer, and another his son. If all this is 
done, it will help very much towards the understanding of the 
story and the learning of the new words. 

Composition. — Let the pupils have practice in writing 
questions. Let them write five questions about the story. 
The teacher should see that the questions are correct in form, 
and that the question mark (?) is put at the end of each. 
Geammar. — Continue to point out Adjectives. 


LESSON 15. 

THE FARMER AND THE LARKS* PART II. 

Next morning came, and the mother flew away as 
usual to get food for her children. When she came 
back with the food in her beak, she found her 
children again crying and very frightened. 

“ What is this ? ” she said. “ Why are you crying 
again ? Nothing has happened. The grass is not 
cut. What did I tell you ? Did the farmer come 
back again ? ” 

“ Yes, mother,” said the little ones. “ The farmer 
came back again, and his son with him. He came 
and stood close to our nest, and he looked at the field, 
and shook his head, and said, ‘ The grass is ready to 
cut, but where are our friends ? I cannot see them. 


XL 


o 
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I asked them to come early in the morning to help us 
to cut the grass, but they are not here. Why have 
they not come ? * 

“ The son shook his head, and said, ‘ I cannot tell 
why they have not come, but they are not here.’ 

“ ‘ Then I must ask them again,’ said the farmer. 
‘Yes, I will ask them again to come to-morrow 
morning to help us. I will tell them that the grass is 
ready to cut, and that they must come early in the 
morning and help us to cut it.’ Then he went off 
again with his son.” 

“ Oh, is that all ? ” said the mother lark. “ Do 
not be afraid. Do not cry. There is no need to be 
frightened. You will not be killed. If the farmer 
waits till his friends come to cut his grass for him, he 
will have to wait a long time. So sit down in your 
nest, open your mouths and eat your food ; you need 
not be afraid.” 

So the little larks stopped crying, and again opened 
their mouths for the food that their mother had 
brought for them. The father and mother kept 
bringing food all day long for them, and the little 
hungry birds were always ready for more food, waiting 
with their mouths wide open. At night, they all went 
to sleep in their warm nest, and were not afraid. 

Next day, the father and mother flew off as usual 
to bring food for their little ones, and when they came 
back they found their children all crying again. 
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“ Why are you crying again, my children ? ” asked 
the mother. “ What has happened ? ” 

“ Oh, mother,” said the little ones, “ the farmer 
came again to the field with his son. He stood quite 



close to our nest, and looked at the field, and shook 
his head. ‘ What ! ’ said he ; ‘ what is this ? No- 
Mends again ? I see no friends. Where are they ? 
I asked them to come this morning and help us to cut 
the grass. I told them the grass was ready to cut, 
and said that they must come and help me. But 
where are they ? I see what it is. They will not 
come to help us. If we want the grass cut, you and I 
must cut it ourselves, my son. I shall not ask them 
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again. You and I will both come early to-morrow 
morning, my son, and cut the grass ourselves. We 
will not wait any longer for these friends. If we want 
the work done, I see we must do it ourselves.’ ” 

“ Oh,” said the mother lark. “ The farmer said 
that, did he ? Then if he said that, the grass will be 
cut this time. Come along, my httle ones ; it is time 
for us to be off.” 

So all the little ones jumped out of the nest and ran 
away after their father and mother, and, in the 
morning, when the farmer came with his son to cut 
the grass, there were no larks there. They had all 
run away. 

(shake) shook need (as) usual next (tell) told 

Conversation. — Continue as indicated in the first part of 
the lesson. 

Composition. — Give more practice in writing questions. 
Five questions about the farmer and his son may be written. 

Grammar. — Continue to point out Adjectives. 

LESSON 16. 

REVISION* 

Where do birds build their nests ? 

Most of them build their nests in trees, but some 
birds build their nests on the ground. 

Do you know any bird that builds its nest on the 
ground ? 
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What happened next ? 

After some time the little birds came out of the eggs. 

Were the larks glad to see the little ones ? 

Yes, they were very glad to see their little children. 

What did the larks have to do now ? 

They had to work very hard. They had to work 
all day long. 

Why did they have to work so hard ? 

Because their children were always hungry. 

What did their children do when they w’ere hungry ? 

They sat in their nest, and opened their mouths 
wide, and made a loud noise. 

When did they do this ? 

They did it all day long. When they saw their 
father and mother flying to the nest with food in their 
beaks, they made a very loud noise. 

Did they make a noise at night ? 

No, they went to sleep at night. 

What frightened the little larks ? 

One day they saw the farmer and his son come 
quite close to their nest. They were talking. The 
farmer shook his head, and said to his son, “We must 
cut this grass to-morrow.” 

Why were the little larks frightened ? 

They were frightened because they thought, “ When 
the grass is cut, our nest will be found, and we shall all 
be killed.” 

What did the mother lark say ? 
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She said to her children, “ Don’t be frightened ; if 
the farmer waits for his friends to come and help him 
to cut the grass, it will not be cut for a long time. Sit 
still in your nest, my children ; there is no need to be 
afraid.” 

Did the farmer’s friends come to help him ? 

No. He waited one day, and then another day, 
but they did not come. So he shook his head, and 
said to his son, “ These friends are no good. We 
will not wait any longer for their help. To-morrow 
morning, early, you shall come with me, and we will 
cut the grass ourselves.” 

What did the mother lark say to her children then ? 

She said, “ Now, my children, the grass will be 
cut. It is time for us all to be off. You cannot fly 
because you are too small, but you can all run. Run 
after me, and I will show you the way to another 
field. You can hide there till you have learnt to 

fly*” 

Did the farmer cut the grass ? 

Yes, he and his son cut the grass next day. They 
came early in the morning and worked all day long. 
Late in the evening the grass was all cut, and the 
work was finished. They helped themselves. That 
is the way to get work done. 

Were the little larks killed ? 

No, they all ran away after their mother into 
another field. 



62 


RAPID READING SERIES. READER II. 


Hints, — Practise the pupils in the use of the apostrophe, 
used to denote the Genitive, otherwise called the Possessive 
Case. 

Note that read, the past tense, is pronounced red. 

Conversation. — ^Teach the pupils to use questions and 
answers similar to those given in the lesson. Repeat all the 
new words as often as possible, so as to make the pupils 
familiar with them ; but always use the new words in 
sentences, not alone. 

Composition. — ^Let the pupils write more questions about 
the lesson : Two questions about the father lark ; two about the 
mother lark ; and two about the little larks. 

Grammar. — ^Let the pupils point out some Nouns and 
Adjectives in the lesson. 


LESSON 17. 

THE CLOCK. 


What is this ? 

It is a clock. This is its face. The clock has a 
face. Its face is round and white. 

WTiat are these things all round its face ? 

Those things are numbers. They are the numbers 
from one to twelve* 

Can you read the numbers ? 

Yes. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, 
nine, ten, eleven, twelve. 

What are these two things ? 
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Those things are the hands of the clock. The clock 
has two hands, a big hand and a little hand. 

The clock has a round face and two hands, but 
it has no arms, no legs, no eyes, no ears and no 
mouth. I have a face, but my face is not round. I 
have two arms, two hands, two legs, two feet, two 
eyes, two ears and one 
mouth. 

What are the hands of 
the clock for ? 

They are to tell us the 
time. 

Why has the clock two 
hands ? 

The clock has two hands 
to tell us the hours and the 
minutes. 

What does the little hand 
do? 

The little hand tells us the hours. It points to one 
of the numbers that are round its face ; we read the 
numbers, and then we know what hour it is. 

How many hours are there in the day ? 

There are twelve hours in the day, and twelve hours 
in the night. But, if we count the day and the night 
as one, there are twenty -four hours. So we say there 
are twenty-four hours in the day, or we say twenty- 
four hours make one day. 



KJEi.S. n. 


o2 
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But there are only twelve numbers on the face of 
the clock. 

Yes, that is so. We count the hours up to twelve 
and then we count over again, so that each hour comes 
twice in the whole day, once in the day time and 
once in the night. The hands go the whole way roiuid 
the face of the clock twice every day. Twice twelve 
make twenty -four. 

What does the big hand do ? 

The big hand tells us the minutes. 

How many minutes are there in an hour ? 

There are sixty minutes in an hour. 

But there are only twelve numbers on the face of 
the clock ; how can we tell the sixty minutes ? 

We have to count each number as five minutes. 

When the big hand points to the number one, we 
say it is five minutes past } when it points to two, 
we say it is ten minutes past ; and so on* 

When is it half past ? 

It is half past the hour when the minute hand has 
gone half way round the face ; it is then pointing to 
the number six. If the little hand is pointing between 
ten and eleven and the big hand is pointing to six, we 
say it is half past ten. If the little hand points a little 
past ten, and the big hand to three, we say it is a 
quarter past ten. 

What is a quarter of an hour ? 

A quarter of an hour is fifteen minutes. 
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When the little hand points to ten and the big hand 
points to nine, do we say it is three quarters past 
nine ? 

No, we do not say it is three quarters past nine ; 
we say it is a quarter to ten. 

How many seconds are there in a minute ? 

There are sixty seconds in a minute. The clock has 
no mouth, but it can say something. It keeps on 
saying Tick, Tick, all day long, and each Tick counts 
a second. 

Is there a hand to tell us the seconds ? 

No, there is no hand in a clock to tell us the seconds, 
but a watch has a very small hand to tell us the 
seconds. 

What is a watch ? 

A watch is a very small clock. It teUs us the time 
in the same way as a clock, but it is very small. This 
is a watch. Now, look at the clock, and see if you 
can tell the time. 

How do you tell the time ? 

I first look to see where the little hand is pointing ; 
that tells me the hour. Then I look to see where the 
big hand is pointing ; that tells me how many minutes 
it is past, or to, the hour. 

Well, where are the hands pointing now ? 

The little hand is pointing to ten and the big hand 
is pointing to two, so it is ten minutes past ten. 

And now, where are the hands pointing ? 
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The little hand is pointing to five, and the big hand 
is pointing to three. 

Well, what time is it ? 

It is a quarter past five. 

How did j'^ou tell the time ? 

First I looked at the little hand, and then I looked 
at the big hand. 

Why did you look at the little hand first ? 

Because the little hand tells us the hour. First I 
find out the hour, and after that, by looking at the 
big hand, I find out how many minutes it is past, or to, 
the hour. 

Yes, that is quite right. That is the way to tell the 
time. 


clock 

number 

twelve 

eleven 

thing 

hour 

minute 

twice 

whole 

once 

sixty 

twenty-four 

so on 

past 

half 

quarter 

fifteen 

second 

something 

watch 


Hints. — A clock should, of course, be used to illustrate this 
lesson. ; if a model clock can be had, all the better. 

Conversation. — ^Let all the questions and answers be as 
real as possible, and always about things the pupils actually 
see before them. 

Composition. — few sentences in reply to the questions : 
What is a clock for ? What is it like ? How do you tell the time ? 
The teacher can, of course, use any questions of his own, as 
well as, or instead of, these. 
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Gkammar. — ^Teach the pupils to recognize and point out 
Pronouns, and show how they are used to save too frequent 
repetitions of nouns. 


LESSON 18. 

PART I. TIME* 

How many seconds in a minute ? 

Sixty, and no more in it. 

How many minutes in an hour ? 

Sixty, for sun and shower. 

How many hours in a day ? 

Twenty-four, for work and play. 

How many days in a week ? 

Seven, both to hear and speak. 

Christina G. Rossetti. 

shower : fall of rain. 


PART 11 . WHAT THE CLOCK SAYS* 

“ Tick,” the clock says, “ tick, tick, tick. 
What you have to do, do quick. 

Time is running fast away ; 

We must work, and work to-day. 

Wait not for another tick ; 

What you have to do, do quick.” 


Anon. 
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PART III. THE WATCH* 

The little watch goes tick, tick, tick. 

So many times a minute. 

And still keeps on so very 
quick ; 

What can the watch have in 
it? 

Why, little wheels go round 
and round 

Inside the shining cases. 

Which makes the balance beat and sound, 

While they turn in their places. 

Those wheels would never move or go, 

And keep so nicely working. 

Unless they were, as we must know. 

Pushed on and kept from stopping. 

There is a very slender thing. 

To which the motion’s owing, 

That’s coiled within, and called a spring. 

Which keeps the whole thing going. 

Anon. 

case : the cover of the watch, often made of silver or of 
gold. 

balance : part of the inside of the watch ; it is this part 
that gives the ticking sound. 
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slender : thin. 

coiled : arranged in circles. 

spring : that part of the watch that supplies the power that 
.makes the wheels go round. 


PAET IV. MINUTES* 

We are but minutes — ^little things, 

Each of us with sixty wings, 

With which we fly on our unseen track, 

And not a minute ever comes back. 

We are but minutes — ^use us well, 

For our use you must one day teU. 

Who uses minutes has hours to use ; 

Who loses minutes, years must lose. 

Anon. 

track : path. 

lose is pronounced looze ; it rhymes with ttse. 


LESSON 19. 

THE CROW AND THE FOX* 

One day a crow went out to look for something to 
eat. He flew about, here and there, till at last he 
found a nice piece of cheese. He picked it up in 
his beak and flew away with it to a tree, where he had 
his nest. 
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He was going to eat the piece of cheese that he had 
found, when he saw a fox coming along. 

The fox came near to the tree. He looked up and 
saw the crow in the tree, sitting on a branch. He 
looked at the crow, and saw the piece of cheese in his 
beak. He said to himself, “ That is a nice piece of 
cheese that he has found; I should like to eat it. 
But how can I get it ? I must talk to the crow and 
see if he will let me have it. I do not think he will 
give it to me. I must try to make him drop it. If 
he drops it down on the ground, I will pick it up 
quickly and run away with it. 

So the fox came near to the tree and, looking up at 
the crow, said, “Good morning, Mr. Crow, how are 
you ? ” 

The crow looked down at the fox but said nothing, 
because he was afraid he would drop his piece of 
cheese if he opened his beak. He did not like foxes. 
He was afraid of foxes, because he knew that foxes 
kill crows and eat them up. He said to himself, “ All 
foxes are bad, I know ; they kill and eat birds. That 
is a bad fox. I know he wants to kill and eat me. 
He is waiting under the tree to catch me, but if I stay 
on this branch I need not be afraid. He wants to 
catch me, but he cannot, the branch is too high. It 
is high over his head, he cannot touch it. He need 
not think he can catch me, so long as I stay here.” 
So he looked down at the fox and said nothing. 
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The fox said to himself, “ The crow is afraid of me. 
I must tell him he need not be afraid. I must tell him 
I am not a bad fox, and try to make him like me.” 

So he looked up again, and said, “You need not be 
afraid of me, Mr. Crow ; I am not a bad fox. I am a 
good fox. Some foxes eat crows, I know, but I am 
not like that. I do not want to eat you. I am a 
friend of all crows. I like crows very much.” 

But still the crow said nothing, but kept his beak 
shut, and sat still on the branch. 

Then the fox said, “ What a beautiful bird you 
are, Mr. Crow ! When you sit on that branch, the 
sun shines on your black feathers and they look very 
beautiful. I think you are more beautiful than 
any crow I have ever seen. I think you are more 
beautiful than any bird. I want you to be my friend. 
Will you not speak to me and say you will be my 
Mend ? ” 

But still the crow said nothing. He looked down 
from his branch, and heard what the fox said. He 
was pleased to hear the fox say that he was a beauti- 
ful bird, more beautiful than any crow, and he said to 
himself, “ This is not a bad fox, not so bad as the 
other foxes I have seen.” But he did not speak, for 
he was still a little afraid of the fox. 

Then the fox said to himself “ I must try again. 
That is such a nice piece of cheese that I want it very 
much. I must get it ; so I will have another try.” 
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Then he said to the crow, “ Mr. Crow, what a 
beautiful bird you are ! I like to look at you as you 
sit there on the branch, with your beautiful black 
feathers all shining in the sun. You look so beautiful 
that your voice must be beautiful too. Let me hear 



your voice. Sing to me. That will please me very 
much. If your voice is as beautiful as your body, 
you must be much more beautiful than any bird.” 

When the crow heard this, he was not afraid any 
more. He said to himself, “ This is not a bad fox, 
like other foxes ; he is a good fox. He wants to hear 
me sing. I will show him how beautiful my voice is. 
That will please him.” 

With that, the crow opened his mouth to sing, and 
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at once, the piece of cheese fell down on to the ground 
in front of the fox. The fox picked it up in his 
mouth at once, and ran away with it as fast as he could. 

He did not wait to hear the crow sing. He had got 
all he wanted. 


crow 

at last piece 

cheese 

pick-ed 

himself 

(take) took 

fox-es 

nice 

should 

talk drop 

try 

nothing 

catch 

stay beautiful 

(hear) heard 

voice 

please-d Mr. (Mister) 

would 


(know) knew 

Hints. — Mr. is the short form for Mister > always used in 
writing. It is pronounced Mister. 

Conversation. — This little story can be acted by the 
pupils. This will make it more real to them, and help them 
to learn it more easily. 

Composition. — A. few sentences in answer to the questions : 
What was the crow doing on the tree ? What did the fox think 
when he saw him ? How did the fox get the cheese ? 

Grammar, — Continue to point out the Hrorwuns. It will 
help the pupils to understand the use and value of pronouns, 
if they substitute nouns for the pronouns, and see for them- 
selves how much more awkward the sentences become when 
no pronouns are used. 
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LESSON 20. 

PART I. THE FOX AND THE CROW* 

In a dairy a crow 
Having ventured to go, 

Some food for her young ones to seek, 

Flew up in the trees. 

With a fine piece of cheese. 

Which she joyfully held in her beak. 

A fox, who lived by, 

To the trees saw her fly, 

And to share in the prize made a vow ; 

For having just dined 
He for cheese felt inclined, 

So he w*ent and sat under the bough. 

She was cunning, he knew. 

But so was he too, 

And with flattery made out his plan ; 

For he knew if she’d speak, 

It must fall from her beak, 

So, bowing politely, began : 

“ ’Tis a very fine day ” 

(Not a word did she say) ; 

“ The wind, I believe, ma’am, is south ; 

A fine harvest for peas.” 

He then looked at the cheese ; 

But the crow did not open her mouth. 



75 


RAPID READING SERIES. READER II. 

Sly Reynard, not tired, 

Her plumage admired, 

“ How charming ! how brilliant its hue 1 
The voice must be fine 
Of a bird so divine, 

Ah, let me just hear it, pray do. 

Believe me, I long 
To hear a sweet song.” 

The silly crow foolishly tries. 

She scarce gave one squall, 

When the cheese she let fall, 

And the fox ran away with the prize. 

Ann and Jane Taylor. 

dairy : a place where milk is kept, and butter and cheese 
are made. 
ventured : dared. 
inclined : desirous, wishful. 

bough : branch. This word is pronounced bow, to rhyme 
with vow and now. 
vow : promise. 

bowing : bow is pronounced so as to rhyme with now. The 
word bow, meaning a weapon used to shoot arrows, is pro- 
nounced bo. 

plumage : feathers. charming : pleasing. 

brilliant : bright. divine : god-like. 

squall : harsh cry. sly : cunning. 
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PART II. THE FOX. 



The fox jumped up on a moonlight night ; 

The stars were shining and all things light ; 

“ Oh, ho ! ” said the fox, “ it’s a very fine night 
For me to go through the town, ho ! ” 

The fox, when he came to the farmer’s gate, 

Whom should he see but the farmer’s drake ? 

“ I love you well, for your master’s sake. 

And long to be picking your bones, ho ! ” 

The farmer he loaded his pistol with lead, 

And shot the old rogue of a fox through the head ,* 

“ Aha ! ” said the farmer, “ I think you’re quite dead. 
And no more you’ll trouble the town, ho ! ” 

Old Rhyme. 


drake : male duck. 


rogwe : bad fellow. 
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LESSON 21. 

REVISION* 

Have you read the story about the crow and the 
fox ? 

Yes, I have read it twice. I know it quite well. 

Very well; then can you tell me where the crow 
was, when the fox saw him ? 

Yes, I can tell you that. He was sitting on the 
branch of a tree. 

What was he doing ? 

He was holding in his beak a nice piece of cheese 
that he had picked up. He was going to eat it, when 
the fox came along. 

Did the fox see the crow ? 

Yes, he saw the crow, and he saw the piece of 
cheese in his mouth too. 

What did the fox think ? 

He thought to himself, “ That 's a very nice piece 
of cheese. I should like to eat it. I must try to get 
it from the cro-vv. 

What did he do then ? 

He said, “ Good morning,” to the crow. 

What did the crow say ? 

The crow said nothing. 

Why did the crow say nothmg ? 

The crow said nothing, because he was afraid of 
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dropping the piece of cheese, so he would not open his 
beak. 

What did the fox say then ? 

He said to the crow, “ Mr. Crow, you are a very 
beautiful bird. I like your black feathers very much. 
If your voice is as beautiful as your body, you must 
be the most beautiful of all birds. Please, let me hear 
you sing.” 

What did the crow do ? 

He was so pleased to hear the fox call him a beauti- 
ful bird, that he opened his beak and began to sing. 

What happened then ? 

The piece of cheese fell down on the ground, and 
the fox picked it up and ran away with it. 

Did he wait to hear the crow sing ? 

No, he did not wait, because he had got all he 
wanted. 

You had a lesson about the clock, hadn’t you ? 

Yes, we had a lesson about the clock, and we learnt 
to tell the time. 

Do you see the clock there on the wall ? 

Yes, I can see it. 

Well, tell me, what is the time ? 

It is twenty minutes past ten. 

How do you tell the time ? 

First I look at the little hand. That tells me the 
hour. Then I look at the big hand, and that tells me 
the number of minutes past, or to, the hour. 
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How many minutes are there in an hour ? 

There are sixty minutes in an houT; and sixty 
seconds in a minute. 

Has the clock a hand to show the seconds ? 

No, only a few clocks have a hand to show the 
seconds, hut a watch nearly always has a hand to 
show the seconds. 

How many hours are there in a day ? 

There are twenty-four hours in a day. 

But I see only twelve numbers on the face of the 
clock. How is that ? 

The little hand goes twice round the face of the 
clock in twenty-four hours. Once in the day time, and 
once in the night ; so it points to each number twice 
in a day. 

When is it half past ? 

When the big hand points to the number 6. 

When is it a quarter past ? 

It is a quarter past the hour when the big hand 
points to the number 3, and it is a quarter to the 
hour when the big hand points to the number 9. 

WTiat is a quarter past ? 

A quarter past is the same thing as fifteen minutes 
past, and a quarter to is the same thing as fifteen 
minutes to the hour. 

How is that ? 

Because it takes the big hand five minutes to move 
from one number to another. 
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How long does it take the big hand to move from 
the number 12 to the number 3 ? 

It takes it fifteen minutes, and that is why we say 
that fifteen minutes past is the same thing as a quarter 
past. 

Yes, that is right. I think you have learnt very 
well how to tell the time. 

Hints. — ^This lesson should be made as practical as possible. 
Do not limit the questions to those given in the book, but let 
the pupils act the story of The Crow and the Fox and use any 
questions they like. The teacher should help them to bring 
the new words into their questions and answers. 

There should be a clock in front of the class when they are 
asking questions about the clock. 

Draw attention to the forms don't, didn't, etc., and note the 
use of the apostrophe to indicate the omission of the letter o. 

Conversation. — ^As indicated above. 

Composition. — few sentences in reply to the following 
questions : What did the crow think when he saw the fox ? 
Why did he change his mind ? What does the story teach us ? 

Grammar. — ^Put Nouns in the place of some of the Pro- 
nouns. 


LESSON 22. 

FRESH AIR, 

What are the things we need more than anything 
else ? What are the things we need most of all ? 

I think we need food to eat and water to drink more 
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than anything else. I think we need food and water 
most of all. 

Yes, we need food and water very much. We need 
food and water every day ; we need them two or three 
times every day. But what else do we need more 
than food or water ? 

I do not know what we need more than food and 
water. 

Now, tell me, how often do you eat food ? 

I eat food two or three times a day. 

And how often do you drink water ? 

I drink water three or four times a day ; and when 
it is hot, I drink water many times a day. 

And is there nothing you need more often than three 
or four times a day ? 

I cannot think of anything else. 

Now tell me, what is there all round us ? It is all 
round us, but we cannot see it. 

I think I know what you mean. You mean the 
air. 

Yes, that is right. I mean the air. We need air 
more than food and water. 

Why do you say we need air more than we need 
food and water ? Don’t we need all three ? 

Yes, we need all three. But tell me again, how often 
do you eat ? 

Two or three times a day. 

And how often do you drink ? 
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I drink four or five times a day. 

And how often do you breathe ? 

I breathe many times a day ; I breathe hundreds 
of times a day. 

Can you count the number of times a day that you 
breathe ? 

No, I cannot count the number of times I breathe. 
I breathe many hundreds of times a day. 

And do you breathe at night ? 

Yes, I breathe all day and all night too. 

Do you breathe when you are asleep ? 

Yes, I breathe when I am asleep. 

How can you breathe when you are asleep ? 

I do not know how I can breathe when I am asleep, 
but I know that I go on breathing all the while, 
day and night, whether I am awake or asleep. I 
breathe all the while without trying to breathe. 

How can you do that ? 

I do not know, I think God has made my body 
so, that I can go on breathing without thinking about 
it, I think my body breathes of itself, whether I 
think about it or not. 

Yes, I think you are right. We breathe all the 
while, day and night, whether we are asleep or awake, 
without thinking about it. We breathe, whether we 
want to or not. But tell me, why do we need to go 
on breathing all the while, day and night ? 

Because we cannot live without breathing. 
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Yes, that is right. We cannot live without breath- 
ing ; our bodies cannot live without air. If we stop 
breathing, we shall die. 

But I can stop breathing. 

Yes, that is true. You can stop breathing, but 
only for a very short time. After a short time, if 
you do not breathe again, you will die. Now, let me 
see how long you can go on without breathing. 

Very well, I will try. 

Now, when I say, “ Stop breathing,” you must stop 
breathing, and I will look at the clock and see how 
long you can go on without breathing. Now, “ Stop 
breathing.” 

Ah, I see you have begun to breathe again. You 
stopped breathing for only a very short time, about a 
minute, that was all. Why did you begin to breathe 
again so soon ? 

I began to breathe again because I felt that I must 
get some air. I felt that, if I did not begin to breathe 
again, I must die. 

Did it seem a long while to go without air ? 

Yes, it seemed a very long while. 

And yet it was only about a minute. Now, do you 
see why I said we need air, even more than we need 
food and drink ? 

Yes, I see now. I can do without food or water 
for many hours, but if I try to d.o without air for even 
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a minute, I feel as if I were going to die. Air is the 
thing we need most of all. Without it we cannot 
live. 

Yes, that is true. Now you see that air is the thing 
we need most of all. Now, tell me how do you 
breathe ? 

I breathe through my mouth. 

Yes, that is true. But shut your mouth and see if 
you can breathe. 

Yes, I can breathe. 

How can you breathe when your mouth is shut ? 

I breathe through my nose. 

Yes, we can breathe through our mouths, or through 
our noses. We all of us breathe through our mouths, 
and we breathe through our noses too. 

Can you tell me if it is better to breathe through 
your mouth, or through your nose ? 

No, I do not know. 

Well, I will tell you. It is better to breathe through 
your nose. 

Why is it better to breathe through the nose ? 

It is better to breathe through the nose, because the 
air is full of little pieces of dust. 

I can^t see the pieces of dust. 

No, you can’t see them, or you can only see them 
when there are very many of them. But, whether we 
see them or not, the air is full of many very small 
pieces of dust. When we breathe through our mouths. 



85 


RAPID READING SERIES. READER 'II. 

these pieces of dust are drawn into the throaty and 
they sometimes make us ill. But when we breathe 
through the nose, the nose catches most of these 
pieces of dust and stops them from going into our 
throats. We should try to breathe more through our 
noses than through our mouths, and we should learn 
to sleep with our mouths shut. 

You have learnt that we need air more than any- 
thing else, and you must also learn that the air we 
breathe should be good and fresh. 

What do you mean ? 

Now, tell me, do you always breathe air in ? 

No. First I draw it into my mouth and throat, 
then I breathe it out again. 

Yes, that is right. First we draw the air into our 
throats, and then we breathe it out again. The air 
we breathe out is not so good and fresh as the air we 
breathe in. So, if many people are in a room, all 
breathing out air, the air of the room soon becomes 
bad, and we need to open the doors and windows to 
let more fresh air in, to take the place of the bad air. 
We should always have the window or door open, when 
there are many people in a room. And we should 
always have a window open in the room, where we 
sleep at night. If we go on breathing bad air in the 
day, or at night, we shall become iU. If we wish to 
keep well, we must have plenty of fresh air. Fresh 
air keeps us well ; bad air makes us ill. 
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It is easy to get plenty of fresh air, and, if we wish 
to keep well, we must keep our doors and windows open, 
even when it is cold. To keep your windows open is a 
good thing. 

If we sleep with all our windows shut, we shall become 
ill. If you want to keep well, keep your doors and 
windows open, even when it is cold. 

You need air more than anything else, but the air 
should be fresh and good. 

Get plenty of fresh air, if you wish to keep well. 
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Hints. — ^T his lesson should be used to teach the importance 
of fresh air. 

Notice the contraction canH for cannot. CanH is pronounced 
camt, one syllable. 

Conversation. Let the lesson be as practical as possible. 
The students should breathe, hold their breath and so on, to 
make clear what they are talking about. 

Composition. — A few sentences in reply to the questions : 
Why do we need air more than anything else ? Why should we 
keep our windows open at night ? How can we breathe when we 
are asleep ? 
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Grammar. — ^Teach the pupils to point out the Verbs. They 
should also learn that there can be no sentence without a 
verb. Practise the use of comparatives with than : more than, 
etc. 


LESSON 28. 

THE FROG AND THE RAT, 

A frog and a rat were great friends. 

The frog lived in the water of a river, and the rat 
lived in a hole in the bank of the river. 

The frog used to come out of the water and sit on 
the bank of the river, and the rat used to come out of 
his hole, and they often sat on the bank and talked 
to each other. 

One day, when they were both sitting on the bank, 
in the sun, and talking to each other, the rat said, 
“ My dear friend, I do not see you as often as I should 
like to. Sometimes I come out of my hole and sit on 
the bank of the river, and I call to you, to come and 
sit with me in the sun and talk to me, but you do 
not hear me. You do not hear me, because you are 
down there under the water, where you cannot hear 
my voice. So you do not come out of the water to 
talk to me. This makes me feel very sad. We are 
such dear friends ; I love you very much, and it 
makes me sad, when I cannot see you and sit and talk 
to you. What shall we do to make things better ? 


a.B.s. n. 


D 
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If you could always hear me when I call you, and 
come out of the water to see me, it would make me 
very happy.” 

“ Yes, that is true,” said the frog ; “ I cannot hear 
your voice, when you call me and I am down under 
the water, so I do not come out. I feel sad to think 
that my friend calls me, and I do not hear his voice, 
and come out to see him. I love you very much, and 
would like to see you more often. What had wc 
better do ? Let me think.” 

So the frog thought for some time, and at last he 
said, “ I know what we had better do. I have thought 
of a good plan.” 

“ Well, tell me, what is the plan you have thought 
of ?” said the rat. 

“ This is my plan,” said the frog. “ Let us get a 
long piece of string, and let us tie one end of the 
string to my foot, and the other end to your foot. 
Then, when I want to talk to you, I will pull my end 
of the piece of string, and you will know that I want 
to see you, and you will come out of your hole. And 
when you want to see me, you must pull your end of 
the piece of string, and I shall know that you want to 
see me, and I will come up out of the water. I shall 
not hear your voice, but I shall feel you pull the string, 
and I shall know what you want. Now, isn^t that a 
good plan ? ” 

“ Yes, that is a very good plan,” said the rat. “ If 
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we do that we can see one another as often as we want 
to, and we shall both be happy, and onr love will grow 
more and more. Let us do that at once. I will go 
now and find a piece of string.” 



So the rat went off to find a piece of string, and the 
frog sat down on the bank to wait for him. 

After some' time, the rat came back with a long piece 
of string in his mouth, and said to his Mend, “ See, 
I have found a long piece of string. This is the very 
thing we want. I am glad I found it so soon. I will 
tie one end of the string to my foot, and the other end 
to your foot.” 
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“Yes, that is very good,” said the frog; “we had 
better tie our feet at once.” 

They were just going to tie the ends of the piece of 
string to their feet, when another frog, who was sitting 
near them, and had been listening to their talk, and 
saw what they were doing, said, “ What are you going 
to do, my friends ? What are you going to do with 
that long piece of string ? ” 

“ I am going to tie one end of the string to my foot, 
and the other end to my friend’s foot,” said the rat ; 
and he told him all about their plan. 

The other frog listened to what he told him, and 
then he said, “ I don’t like that plan at all. It isn’t 
a good plan. It will do you no good. You had better 
not do that. It will be bad for you both.” 

“ Why, don’t you like our plan ? ” asked the rat. 
“ Don’t you think it will make us both happy ? ” 

“ No, I do not,” said the frog. “ I don’t think it 
will make you happy at all. I think it will be a very 
bad plan for you both.” 

“ Why do you think that ? ” asked the frog. 

“ Because, if your foot is tied to your friend’s foot, 
how can you go about and look for your food ? You 
will not be able to do your work at all. You will 
soon get tired of this piece of string, and tired of being 
tied to your friend. This will not make you or your 
friend happy. I think it will bring your love to an 
end.” 
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The rat was not pleased to hear this. “ You are a 
bad frog,” said he. “ You do not know what you 
are talking about. You do not know what true love 
is. Because you are not my friend, you do not like 
our plan. Go away ; I will not listen to you.” 

“ Very well,” said another frog, who had been sitting 
near them ; “if you won’t listen to him, will you 
listen to me ? ” 

“ Well, what have you got to say ? ” asked the rat. 
“ Do you, too, think our plan is a bad one ? ” 

“ What I want to say is this,” answered the frog ; 
“ I do not like your plan at all. But it is not because 
you are not my friend, it is because this plan will be 
bad for you both.” 

“ What do you mean ? How will it be bad for us 
both ? ” said the rat. 

“ Listen to me for a minute,” said the second frog, 
“ and I will tell you. When you are in your hole and 
the frog is in the river, down under the water, the 
piece of string will be on the bank, won’t it ? ” 

“ Yes, it will be on the bank,” said the rat. “ But 
what of that ? ” 

“ When the string is on the bank,” said the frog, “ if 
someone comes along, he may catch his foot in the 
string and give it a pull. Then you will think that 
your friend is pulling the string, and you will come out 
of your hole ; or else he will think you are pulling the 
string, and he will come out of the water to see what 
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you want. Then you will find that it is not your 
friend who called you, but someone, who, perhaps, 
wants to kill and eat you. Won’t that be bad for you 
both ? ” 

“ We are not afraid of that,” said the rat. “ I 
won^t listen to you. You don’t know what you are 
talking about.” 

“ Then listen to me,” said another frog. 

“ Well, what have you got to say ? ” asked the rat. 
“ Don’t you like our plan ? ” 

“ No, I don’t like it at all.” 

“ And why don’t you like it ? ” asked the rat. 

“ I don’t like it, because I think it will end in your 
being killed.” 

“ What makes you think that ? ” asked the rat. 

“ Because,” said the frog, “ if you want to run away 
from anyone, you cannot run fast when your leg is 
tied. And, perhaps, the piece of string will get caught 
in the branch of a tree, and then you cannot run away 
at all. You will be caught and killed and eaten, and 
that will be the end of you. Give up your plan. It 
is not a good plan. Do you want to be killed and 
eaten ? ” 

But the rat would not listen. “ Our plan is a good 
one,” he said ; “ we will not give it up. You can say 
what you like ; we are not afraid.” 

So they would not listen to what the three frogs 
said to them. The rat tied one end of the piece of 
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Soon after this the rat was sitting on the bank, 
when all at once a kite, who was high up in the air 
above the river, looking for something to eat, flew 
down to catch the rat. 

The rat saw the kite flying down, and tried to run 
away as fast as he could to his hole ; but the string 
would not let him run fast enough, and before the 
poor rat could get to his hole, the kite had caught him 
in his claws* 

The kite now flew up into the air, with the rat in 
his claws, and the poor frog, who was under the water, 
was pulled out on the end of the piece of string that 
was tied to his foot. 

So the kite caught both the poor friends at once ; 
and they now knew that what the other frogs had said 
was true. They were both killed and eaten, as the 
other frogs had told them. 
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Hints. — ^Notice the abbreviations isn’t for is not and won’t 
for will not. Both these forms are commonly used in writing 
and in speech. Isn’t is pronounced izunt (two syllables), 
won’t is pronounced as spelt, with a long o (one syllable). 

CoNVEBSATioN. — ^Lct the pupils take the parts of the frog 
and the rat and act the story ; they will then find it much 
easier to ask and answer questions, and the whole thing will 
become more real. There is no need for, them to limit them- 
selves to the questions asked in the book. 

Composition. — A. few sentences in reply to such questions 
as : “ Why was the rat sad? ” “ What was the rat’s plan?” 
“ Was it a good plan ? ” “ What did the other frogs say ? ” 

“ What happened to the two friends ? ” 

Grammar. — ^Let the pupils continue to point out Verbs. 


LESSON 24. 

THE DAY^S WORK* PART I, 

Good morning, Hamid. 

Good morning, Ram. Ho'w are you to-day ? 

I am very well, thank you, Hamid. How are you ? 

I am very well too, thank you. I did not feel very 
well last night, but I feel better this morning, I am 
glad to say. 

Well, now, may I ask you a few questions in 
English ? 

Yes, you may ask me as many questions as you 
like. 

Do you go to school, Hamid ? 

Yes, I go to school every day. 
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Then why are you not going to school to-day ? 

I am not going to school to-day, because to-day is 
a holiday. We don’t go to school on holidays. 

When do you have holidays ? 

We have holidays twice a week. 

What does week mean ? 

Week means seven days. There are seven days in 
a week. 

I see you are learning a good many English words. 

Yes, I have learnt a good many English words. I 
learn a few new English words every day, and in a 
week I have learnt a good many new words. 

Do you understand them all ? 

Yes, I understand most of them. If I don’t under- 
stand them, I ask my teacher, and he tells me what 
they mean. 

And do you remember them all ? 

I don’t remember all the words, but I remember a 
good many of them. 

Well, I am glad to hear that. Now, I want you to 
do something for me, please. 

Please, tell me what you want, and I will do it, if I 
can. 

I want you, please, to tell me in English what you 
do every day. 

I do not know whether I can do that, or not, because 
I do not know a great many English words, and it will 
not be easy to tell you so much, all in English. 
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Well, never mind if it is not easy ; just have a try, 
if you please. Try to tell me something in English. 

Very well, I will do my best* 

Thank you ; that is all I want. No one can do 
more than his best. 

I hope you will understand what I say. 

Yes, I think I shall understand if you speak slowly. 

Now, where shall I. begin ? 

Begin with the morning, when you get up, and tell 
me what you do all the day, till it is night and time to 
go to bed. 

Very well, I will try to do that. First of all, I wake 
up in the morning. 

When do you wake up ? 

I wake up as soon as it is light ; but sometimes, it 
I am tired, it is not easy to wake, and I do not get up 
in time. Then my father comes and calls out, “ Wake 
up. Wake up, Hamid. It is time to get up.” 

Do you get up then ? 

Yes, I get up then, but not always. If I am very 
sleepy# I turn over on my bed and go to sleep once 
more. Then my father comes again. He is angry 
now, and says, “Wake up. Wake up, you sleepy 
Hamid. It is time to get up. It is getting very late. 
Jump out of bed at once. You will be late for school, 
and your teacher will be very angry with you.” Then 
he takes me by the arm and gives me a pull, and I 
jump out of bed. 
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Then what do you do next ? 

First I wash myself, and then 1 dress myself. 
Does it take you long to wash and dress yourself ? 



No, I can wash my hands and face in a few minutes, 
and it does not take me long to dress myself : only a 
few minutes. After that I eat some food, and then I 
am ready to start for school. 

Do you do anything else before you start for 
school ? 
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Oh, I forgot. I get my books ready. I tie them 
up in a bundle and take them under my arm. My 
father often says, “ Hamid, have you got all your 
books ? Don’t forget any of them.” Then I look 
round again to see if I have forgotten any of my 
books ; and if I have got them all, and not forgotten 
any, I am ready to start for school. 

Do you take any food with you ? 

Yes, my mother gives me some food to eat while 
I am away at school. I take it in my hand, and 
start off to school. 

Is it far from your home to the school ? 

No, it is not very far from my home to the school. 
It is about two miles. There is a road aU the way, 
and it is easy to go there. As I walk along the road, 
I see a great many things. 

Will you, please, tell me about some of them. 

Very well, I will try my best to tell you all about 
them. 

I see a long, brown, dusty road. The road is under 
my feet, and in front of me and behind me. A long 
way off, in front of me, I can see a big cloud of dust, 
and I know that a bullock cart is coming along. As 
I walk along, the dust covers my feet. My feet make 
only a little dust, but when the bullock cart comes along 
• the road, great clouds of dust rise high into the air. 

As I go along, I see big trees standing on both sides 
of the road. The trees have many branches, and the 
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branches are covered with green leaves. The trees 
make a cool shade, and when it is hot we are glad to 
walk in the shade of the trees, or to sit down and rest 
under them. I often see tired men and women sitting 
down to rest in the cool shade of the trees. 

I often see birds sitting in the trees. Sometimes 
they sit on the branches and sing ; sometimes they 
fly about to find food for their little ones ; sometimes 
they sit still and do nothing. I see big birds and little 
birds, brown birds, black birds, green birds, blue 
birds, yellow birds and white birds. 

By the sides of the road I see green grass growing, 
and in the grass I sometimes see frogs and rats. They 
hide in the grass, when they are afraid of kites and 
crows and other big birds that kill and eat them. 
When they see the kites and crows flying in the air, 
over their heads, they run into the tall grass and hide 
themselves. 

thank last questions holiday week 

a good many ^ English words new 

understand remember please 
(good, better) best first wake sleepy 

wash dress yourself from 

forget, forgot, forgotten (man) men 

(woman) women 

Hints. — ^Accustom the pupils to use the words please with 
every request and thank you when anything is received or a 
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request granted. It is a very important part of good manners 
in English to use these words frequently ; children are taught 
them at a very early age. 

Note that women is pronounced wimmen. 

Conversation. — ^Plenty of questions may be put about the 
everyday life of the pupils. 

Composition. — ^A few sentences in reply to questions about 
getting up in the morning. When do you get up ? Who wakes 
you ? What happens when you get up late P 

Grammar. — Continue to point out more Verbs. 


LESSON 25. 

THE DAY^S WORK* PART II. 

Sometimes I see a dog running along the road. The 
rats are afraid of the dog and hide themselves, when 
they see him coming. The dog often runs with his 
tongue out of his mouth. When he is tired or thirsty, 
he puts his tongue out. If he sees some water, he runs 
to it and drinks some. He puts out his tongue when 
he wants to drink. 

I often see carts going along the road. The carts 
are each pulled along by two bullocks, and a man sits 
in the cart to drive the bullocks. The carts are full 
of bundles, big bundles and little bundles, and many 
other things ; and the bundles themselves are full of 
many things. Often I see women and children sitting 
in the carts, on the bundles. Wh.en the women and 
children walk along the dusty road, they get hot and 
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tired, but when they go along in the carts, they do not 
get so hot and tired. 

The carts go slowly along the roads. I can walk 
faster than the bullocks. The dogs run along very 



fast. I cannot run so fast as the dogs, but the birds 
can fly much faster than the dogs can run. The birds 
fly through the air ; the dogs run along the ground, 
and so do I. I cannot fly in the air ; I have to go 
slowly along on the ground. 

I often see other children, boys and girls, going to 
school. They all have bundles of books under their 
arms. They are going from their homes to the 
school. I know many of these boys and girls, because 
they go to my school. When I see them, I say 
“ Good morning ” to them, and they say, “ Good 
morning, Hamid,” to me. 
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Then I walk along with them to school. Often we 
stop to play in the road, and then we are sometimes 
late for school. When we are late for school, our 
teacher is angry with us. He says, “ Why are you 
late ? You should come in time. You have been 
playing in the road. I am angry with you. If you 
are late again, I shall be very angry with you and 
punish you.” But we are not often late, because we 
do not often stop to play in the road. We do not 
want the teacher to punish us. 

When we get to the school, we wait outside till the 
bell rings. When the bell rings, we all go in to our 
places and sit down. We put our bundles on the 
desks in front of us, and take out our books and our 
pens and pencils. 

When the teacher comes into the room,* we all stand 
up and say, “ Good morning, Sir ” ; and the teacher 
says “ Good morning ” to us. We always say. Sir, 
when we speak to our teacher. 

Then we begin our lessons. We read and write. 
Sometimes we open our books, and sometimes we 
shut them. Sometimes we take up our pens, and 
sometimes our pencils. We dip our pens in the 
ink when we want to write. We write with black ink 
on white paper. The teacher writes on the black- 
board with white pieces of chalk. When he speaks 
to us, we say, “ Yes, Sir.” 

We go on with our work from ten to twelve o^clock, 
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then, at twelve o’clock, we go outside for a little while 
to play. Then the bell rings, and we go inside again 
and do some more work. When we hear the bell ring, 
we know it is time to go back into school again. We 
go on with our work, till it is time to go home. 

Our teacher teaches us many things, and he is 
pleased when we do our work well. When we do it 
badlyt he is angry and punishes us. We like to please 
our teacher, so we try our best to learn and make 
him pleased. We feel happy when he is pleased with 
us. We feel sad when he punishes us. 

He teaches us that fresh air is good for us, and that, 
if we want to keep well, we must keep our doors and 
windows open, to let the fresh air in and the bad air 
out. He says that, if our rooms are full of bad air, we 
shall become ill, and that we should always open the 
windows of our bedrooms, so that we may have plenty 
of fresh air to breathe, when we are asleep at night. 
I think what he tells us is true, and I shall try my best 
to keep my bedroom window always open at night, 
because I want to keep well. 

When school is over, we start off to go to our homes. 
We go back along the same road, and see the same 
things that we saw, when we came to school in the 
morning. But now the sun, which was in the east 
when we came from our homes in the morning, has 
gone across to the west. It has gone across to the 
other side of the sky while we were in school. 
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When we go home, we are often tired and hungry 
and thirsty, and we are glad to rest and have some food 
to eat. While we are away in school, our mother has 
made some food ready for us. We are a ways very 
hungry when we get home in the evening, and w'e eat 
up our food quickly and ask for more. My mother 
tells me to eat my food slowly. When I have eaten 
my food, I wash my hands and face and do my 
lessons^ before I go to bed. When I have done all 
my lessons, I go to bed and sleep until next morning. 
I think that is all I can tell you about my day’s work. 

Thank you very much. You have answered my 
questions very well, and you have told me many 
things about your day. I think you have told it all 
in very good English. You remember very well what 
you haye learnt. 

Thank you. I am glad you are pleased. I hope 
you can understand what I said. But I am afraid 
my English is not very good. I cannot speak 
English well. I do not blow many English words ; 
but next time, when I have learnt more words ^ I hope 
I shall do better. So, please, ask me again another 
time, and then you will see if I have learnt any more 
English. 

I think you have done very well. You do not know 
very many words, but, what is much better, you have 
learnt to use well the words that you do know ; and 
that is why you were able to tell me so much about 
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what you do every day. If you go on like this, you 
will soon learn to read and write and to speak English 
very well. 


tongue 

him 

fast-er 

Good morning 

play 

bell 

ring 

place 

Sir 

blackboard hope 

chalk 

o^clock 

badly 

same 

across 

lesson 

until 

speak 

punish 

pencil 

use 




Hints. — Tongue is pronounced tung ; chalk is pronounced 
chawk. 

Note that until is spelt with one 1. 

Conversation. — ^As before. Encourage the pupils to ask 
one another questions about what they do every day. 

Composition. — A . few sentences about speaking English, in 
reply to questions like those used in the lesson : What is the 
best way to learn English? etc. 

Grammar. — ^Leave out the verbs in a few sentences in the 
lesson, in order to show the pupils how important they are, 
and how there can be no sentence without a verb. 


LESSON 26. 

REVISION, 

Susil. Tell me, Hamid, have you read all the 
lessons in your book ? 

Hamid. Yes. I have read them all. 

S. And do you think you remember them all ? 
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K. I think I remember all the lessons, but I can’t 
say that I can remember every new word in every 
lesson. 

S. No, I didn’t think you would remember every 
word, but if you remember most of them, you will 
have done very well. 

H. Would you like to ask me a few questions about 
some of the lessons ? 

S, Yes, please, I should like to do that. If I ask you 
some questions, it will be good for both of us. It will 
help us to remember what we have learnt, and it will 
help us to speak English better. 

H. Very well. Begin where you like, and let us 
see if I can answer your questions. If there are any 
words you have forgotten, we will write them on the 
blackboard. 

Gopal. Have you read the story of the Frog and 
the Rat ? 

Abdullah. Yes, I have read it three or four times. 
You can ask me some questions about it, if you like, 
and see if I know the story. 

G. Very well. I will ask you a few questions and 
see how much you remember. 

A. Where did the rat live ? 

G. The rat lived in a hole in the bank of a river. 

A. Where did his friend live ? 

G. His friend, the frog, lived in the river under the 
water. 
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A. Were they great friends ? 

G. Yes, they were great friends. The frog loved 
the rat very much, and the rat loved the frog perhaps 
even more. 

A. Were they happy ? 

G. Yes, they were very happy, but at times the rat 
felt a little sad. 

A. Why did he feel a little sad ? 

G. He felt sad, because sometimes, when he wanted 
to see his Mend and called to him, the frog, who was 
under the water, did not hear him, and did not come 
out on to the bank to talk to him. 

A. What did the rat do ? 

G. He told his friend that he sometimes felt sad, 
when he called him and he did not hear. He told the 
frog that he had thought of a plan, by which the frog 
would always know when he called him. 

A. What was the plan ? 

G. The plan was this. They were to get a long 
piece of string, and tie one end of it to the rat’s leg, 
and the other end to the frog’s leg, so that the frog 
would feel it when the rat pulled the string, and 
would know that his friend wanted to talk to him. 

A. Was that a good plan ? 

G. No, it was a very bad plan, but the rat thought 
it was a good plan. 

A. Did anyone teU him that it was a bad plan ? 

G. Yes, some of the other frogs told him that it 
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was a bad plan. They said that if the frog tied his 
leg to the rat’s leg with the piece of string, they would 
both be killed and eaten. 

A. Did the rat listen to what the other frogs said ? 

G. No, the rat would not listen to them. He was 
angry with them. He said they were bad frogs. He 
said that they did not know what they were talking 
about, and that they did not know what true love was. 

A. Was what they said true ? 

G. Yes, it was true, but the rat did not think so. 

A^ Did he try his plan ? 

G. Yes, he tried his plan, and found too late that 
the other frogs were right. A kite, who was flying 
about looking for food, saw the rat and flew down to 
catch him. The rat tried to run away, but he could 
not run fast enough, because his leg was tied with 
the string. 

A. And what about the frog ? 

G, The frog was tied to the other end of the string, 
and when the kite flew up into the air, holding the rat 
in his claws, he pulled the frog out of the water. In 
this way he caught the two friends at the same time. 
The kite killed and ate them, and that was the end of 
the two friends. 

A. Thank you. I think you know that story very 
well. You are beginning to speak English much 
better. 

Suren. Have you read the lesson about air ? 
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Ashu. Yes, I have read it more than once. 

S. Will you, please, tell me something about it. 

A. Yes, I shall be glad to tell you something about 
it. Air is the thing we need most of all. 

S. Why do you say we need air more than any other 
thing ? 

A. Because we eat and drink three or four times a 
day, but we breathe many hundreds of times a day. 
We breathe not only in the day time, but also at night. 

S. Do we breathe when we are asleep ? 

A. Yes, we breathe, whether we are awake or 
asleep. 

S. How can we do that ? 

A. I do not know how we can do it, but I know 
that we breathe when we are asleep. We breathe aU 
the while, day and night. We breathe without know- 
ing it. God has made our bodies in such a way, that 
we go on breathing all the while, without thinking 
about it. 

S, Yes, I see that it is true. But, tell me, is all air 
good to breathe ? 

A. No, some air is good, and some air is bad. 

S. Why is that ? 

A. Because we not only breathe air in, but also 
breathe it out again. The air we breathe out is not 
so fresh and good as the air we breathe in. Because 
of this, if there are a number of people sitting in a 
room, the air in time becomes bad. 
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S. What must we do then ? 

A, We must open the windows and doors of the 
room, to let the M air out, and to let fresh air in. 
When we go to sleep at night, we should leave the 
window open, so that we may have fresh air to breathe 
while we are asleep. 

S. Why do we need fresh air ? 

A. We need fresh air, because breathing bad air 
makes us ill, and fresh air makes us strong and well. 
Our teacher said to us, “ If you want to be well, keep 
your doors and windows open.” 

S. Thank you. You have answered very well. 
We must both remember what our teacher told us, 
and I hope we shall always be strong and well. 

Hints. — ^The questions in the lesson are intended as a 
guide and help. Encourage the pupils to use questions of 
their own, and help them to use as many of the newer words 
as possible. 

Conversation. — See that all the pupils have a turn ; the 
more intelligent ones must not be allowed to do aU the talking. 

' Composition. — ^Let the pupils write five questions about 
good air and bad air. See that the question marks (?) are not 
forgotten. 

Grammar. — Continue to point out Verbs. 
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LESSON 27. 

PART I. THE ROBINS* 



Two Robin Redbreasts built their nest 
Inside a hollow tree. 

The hen sat quietly at home, 

The cock sang merrily, 

And all the little young ones said, 

“ Twee-twee, twee-twee, twee-twee ! ” 

One day the sun was . warm and bright 
And shining in the sky ; 

Cock-robin said, “ My little dears. 
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’Tis time you learned to fly.” 

Then all the little young ones said, 

“ I’ll try, I’ll try, I’U try.” 

Unknown. 

Cock-robin : the father robin. 


LESSON 27. 

PART II. 

HOW THE LITTLE KITE LEARNED TO FLY* 



“ I never can do it,” the little kite said, 

As he looked at the others high over his head ; 
“ I know I should fall if I tried to fly.” 
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“ Try,” said the big kite ; “ only try ! 

Or I fear you never will learn at all.” 

But the little kite said, “ I’m afraid I’ll fall.” 

The big kite nodded ; “ Ah well, good-bye ; 

I’m off ” ; and he rose toward the tranquil sky. 
Then the little kite’s feathers stirred at the sight, 
And trembling he shook himself free for flight. 
First whirling and frightened, then braver grown. 
Up, up he rose through the air alone, 

Till the big kite, looking down, could see 
The little one rising steadily. 

Then how the little kite thrilled with pride, 

As he sailed with the big kite side by side, 

While far below he could see the ground, 

And the boys like small spots moving round. 

They rested high in the quiet air. 

And only the birds and clouds were there. 

“ Oh, how happy I am ! ” the little kite cried ; 

“ And all because I was brave and tried.” 

XJnknovm. 

nod : to shake the head up and down. 
tranquil : quiet, calm. 
stir : move. 

whirling : turning round quickly. The word is pronounced 
wurling. 

trembling : shaking with fear. 
flight : flying in the air. 

thrilled : felt a movement, or trembling in the body, owing 
to pleasure. 
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LESSON 28. 

TOM THUMB* part i. 

A poor woodman was sitting one night by the fire 
in his house, and his wife was sitting by his side, 
warming herself at the fire. 

“ How lonely it is,” said the woodman, looking 
into the fire. “ How lonely it is for you and me to 
sit here by ourselves, without any little children to 
laugh and play about in front of the fire and make us 
happy. Other people have children to laugh and play 
and make them happy but we sit here by our fireside 
lonely, all by ourselves.” 

“ What you say is very true,” said his wife ; “ how 
happy I should be if we had just one child. And even 
if it were very small ; even if it were no bigger than 
my thumb, I should be very happy, and love it very 
dearly. Whether it were big or small, I should love 
it just the same.” 

Now, after some time, the good wife’s wish came 
true, and she had a little boy. He was a dear little 
boy, healthy and strong, but oh, so small, no bigger 
than a man’s thumb. 

The woodman and his wife were very happy. They 
said, “ Well, we cannot say that our wish has not 
come true. We have got just what we wished for. 
Here is our little son to make our lonely fireside happy. 
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It is true he is very small, but he is healthy and strong, 
and such a clever little boy too. We both love him 
as much as if he were ten times as big.” 

“ And now, what shall we call him ? What shall 
his name be ? ” 

They thought for some time, and at last the mother 
said, “ Let us call him Tom. That is a good name.” 

“ Yes,” said the father ; “ Tom is a good name, 
and because he is just as big as my thumb, let us call 
him Tom Thumb.” 

So Tom Thumb was his name from that day, and 
his father and mother loved him very dearly. They 
took great care of their little boy, and gave him plenty 
of good food to make him grow bigger and become as 
big as other boys. 

But though they took great care of him, and though 
they gave him plenty of good food, he never grew any 
bigger, but was just the same little boy, no bigger than 
his father’s thumb. But though he did not grow big, 
he was very healthy and strong, and a clever little 
fellow, who always knew what he was about. And he 
soon learnt to help his father and mother in many ways. 

One day the woodman, who was getting ready to go 
into the forest to cut wood, said, “ I want to go off 
at once into the forest to cut wood. I wish I had 
someone to bring the horse and cart after me. I 
could go by a short way and get there quicker, if I 
could go without the horse and cart. But there is 
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no one to bring the horse and cart after me. Your 
mother cannot come, because she has to stop at home 
and take care of the house, while I go and cut wood.” 

“ Oh, father,” said Tom, “ let me try. I will bring 
the horse and cart into the forest after you. Let me 
try, and I will bring the horse and cart, to you by the 
time you want it.” 

His father laughed, and said, “ I know you are a 
clever little fellow and will do your best. But how 
can you bring the horse and cart to me ? Why, you 
are so small, you can’t even reach up to the horse’s 
head. How can you bring him along ? ” And he 
laughed again. 

“ I know I am very small,” said Tom Thumb, “ and 
can’t reach up to the horse’s head when I am standing 
on the ground. But if you will take me up and put 
me into the horse’s ear, I can reach his head all right. 
Put me in his ear, and I will tell him what to do, and 
drive him along after you into the forest.” 

His father laughed again, and said, “ All right, my 
boy. You shall try. Let us see how clever you are.” 

So his father went off into the forest to cut wood, 
and when the time came, his mother got the horse 
and cart ready and took up little Tom Thumb and 
put him into the horse’s ear. 

“ Take good hold of his ear, my boy. Take hold 
of the long hairs in his ear,” she said. “ Hold fast, 
and don’t fall out.” 
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Tom Thumb sat down in the horse’s ear, and held 
fast to the long hairs, so that he should not fall out. 



Then he called out to the horse, “ Go on.” Tom’s 
little voice sounded so loud in his ear, that the horse 
thought the father was driving him, and he went 
along, just as he did when Tom’s father was with him. 
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And so they went on into the forest. When Tom said, 
“ Stop ! ” the horse stopped ; and when he said “ Go 
on,” he went on. 

Now, it happened that the horse was going too fast, 
and Tom was calling out, “ Slowly, slowly,” just when 
two men came along the road. 

They saw the horse and cart, and heard a voice 
calling out, “ Slowly, slowly,” but they could see no 
one driving. They were very much surprised, and 
one of them said to the other, “ What is this ? There 
is a horse and cart going along, and I hear a man 
talking to the horse, but I see no one. What does 
this mean ? Can you understand it ? ” 

“ No,” said the other. “ I don’t know what it 
means. I am much surprised. I cannot understand 
it. Let us go after the cart and see what happens, 
and where the voice comes from.” 

So they went on into the forest, after the cart, to 
see what would happen. 

At last they came to the place where a man was 
cutting wood in the forest. 

WTien the cart came near to the man, a voice called 
out, “ Stop,” and the horse stopped. 

“ Is that you, Tom, my boy ? ” said the father. 

“Yes, here I am, father, with the cart. I told you 
I would bring it, and here I am. Take me out. I 
am tired of sitting in the horse’s ear so long. Take 
me out and let me run about on the ground.” 

n. B 
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So the father took hold of the horse with one hand, 
and with the other he lifted little Tom out of the 
horse’s ear, and put him down on the ground. 

Tom was very glad to get out of the horse’s ear, and 
began to run and jump about as happy as could be. 

The two men, who were looking on, were so much 
surprised to see all this that they did not at first 
know what to say. Then one whispered to the other, 
“ This is a very clever little fellow ; if we can get hold 
of him, we can make much money by showing him to 
the people in the towns. Let us try to buy him from 
his father.” 

“ Yes,” whispered the other, “ that is quite true. 
We can make much money by showing him to the 
people in the towns. Let us try to buy him from his 
father.’' 

Then he went up to the father, and said, “ For how 
much mouey will you sell that clever little boy to 
us ? ” 

“ I don’t want tx) sell him at all,” answered the 
father. 

You had better sell him to us,” said the man. 
“ We will take great care of him, and he will be better 
off with us than with you.” 

At this the father got very angry, and said, “ Sell 
my boy ! I won’t sell him at all. He is my dear 
little son ; I love him very much ; I love him more 
than all the money you can give me,” 
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But Tom, hearing what they said, came near to his 
father and whispered in his ear, “ Take the money, 
father, and let them have me. Don’t be afraid. You 
will not lose me. I’ll soon come back to you again.” 

So the father sold little Tom to the two men. Then 
Tom said “ Goodbye ” to his father and went off 
with the men. 

“ Where would you like to sit ? ” said one of the 
men, when they were starting off. 

“ Oh, put me on the brim of your hat,” said Tom, 
“ then I can walk about and look round at every- 
thing as we go along.” 

So one of them took hold of Tom and put him on the 
brim of his hat. And Tom called out “ Goodbye ” to 
his father, and went off very happily with the two 
men. 

They went on a long way, till it was getting dark, 
and then Tom said, “ Let me get down, I am tired of 
walking about on the brim of this hat.” 

So the man took Tom off his hat, and put him down 
on the ground by the side of the road. Tom ran 
about in the grass till he found a rat’s hole. He ran 
into the hole and hid himself, and called out to the 
two men, “ Goodbye, dear sirs, I’m off. You have 
lost me, and lost your money too. Next time you 
must take better care of me. Goodbye.” 

The men came quickly to the place where they 
heani Tom’s voice, to look for him. They called 
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“Tom,” but there was no answer* They saw the 
rat’s hole and looked into it, but Tom was now a long 
way down the hole, and they could not see him. They 
called “ Tom ” as loud as they could, but still there 
was no answer. They did not want to lose Tom, so 
they took their sticks and poked them into the hole, 
but this did no good. Tom had gone a long way down 
the hole, and their sticks could not reach him. 

At last it became quite dark, and the men had to 
give up poking their sticks into the hole They were 
very angry at losing Tom, and still more angry at 
losing all their money. 
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Hints. — Though is pronounced Iho : thumb is pronounced 
thum. AU right must be written as two words. 

Conversation. — ^It will be easy to get up a conversation 
about Tom Thumb. Let the boys take turns to act the 
different parts. Give them all a chance to speak and to use 
the new words. 

Composition. — ^A few sentences in reply to the questions ; 
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What was Tom Thumb like? How did he drive the horse? 
How did he get away from the two men ? 

Geammar. Point out some Adverbs, and show how they are 
used with verbs to add something to their meaning. Note that 
many adverbs are formed from adjeetives by adding -ly : 
dear, dearly ; slow, slowly, etc. But fast has the same form 
for the adjective and the adverb. 


LESSON 29. 

TOM THUMB* part ii. 

When Tom found that the two men had gone away, 
he came out of the rat’s hole, and began to walk about 
and look for a good place to sleep in. 

He soon found a small hole in the root of a tree, and 
said to himself, “ This will be a nice, warm place to 
sleep in. This will make a good bedroom for me. I 
will lie down here and go to sleep. But first, I had 
better find a few leaves and some dry grass, to make 
myself a bed and a pillow ; then I shall sleep well.” 

So Tom found some dry grass and leaves, and made 
himself a warm bed to lie on, and a nice dry pillow for 
his head to rest on, and he was soon fast asleep on his 
little bed, inside the hole in the root of the tree. 

He had not been asleep very long, when a noise, just 
outside his little bedroom, made him wake up with a 
start. He listened, and heard two men talking. 
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The men were thieves, who were going to steal 
money from a rich man’s house. 

Tom heard one of the thieves say to the other, 
“ What is the best way to steal this rich man’s money ? 
What is the best way to get into his house ? All the 
doors will be shut ; what is the best way to get 
inside ? ” 

“ It will not be an easy thing to do,” said the 
second thief. “ I wish we could put someone inside 
to open the door for us. That would be the best 
thing. But where can we find anyone ? ” 

When Tom heard this, he shouted out in a loud 
voice, “ I’ll show you how to get into the rich man’s 
house. Take me with you, and I’ll open the door for 
you. Let me help you.” 

When the two thieves heard Tom’s voice, they were 
frightened and began to run away, because they 
thought their plan was found out, and they would be 
caught. But Tom called out to them, “ Don’t run 
away. Don’t be frightened. I want to help you.” 

When they heard Tom say this, the thieves stopped 
running, and came back slowly towards the place 
where the voice came from. 

“ I heard someone speak,” said the first thief, “ but 
I can see no one. Who can be here, all in the dark, 
in this lonely forest ? ” 

Then Tom called out to them again, “ Here I am. 
Come here. Take me with you, and I will help you 
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to get into the rich man’s house and steal his money. 
Look down on the ground,” said Tom ; “ look near 
the root of this tree and you will soon find me. Listen 
where my voice comes from.” 



The thieves then looked about carefully on the 
ground near the root of the tree, and at last they found 
little Tom- Thumb, standing at the door of his little 
bedroom. One of them took hold of him carefully, and 
lifted him up in his hand. “ What a strange little 
fellow this is ! ” said he. “ How small he is ! and yet 
he looks quite strong and healthy, and seems to be a 
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clever little fellow. Perhaps he will be able to help 
us.” 

Then he said to Tom, “ Was that you calling out ? 
Was that your voice we heard ? ” 

“Yes,” said Tom, “I called out. I made that 
noise.” 

“ And what did you say ? ” asked the man. 

“ I said, ‘ I’ll show you how to steal the rich man’s 
money. I’ll open the door for you, and let you into 
his house. Take me with you and I will help you.’ ” 

“ Do you really mean that ? ” said the thief. 

“ Yes,” said Tom, “ I really mean it.” 

“ But what can you do, you strange little fellow ? ” 
asked the man. “ You are so small, you will not be 
able to help us.” 

“ Take me with you,” answered Tom, “ and I will 
soon show you what I can do. It is true that I am a 
very little fellow, but that makes it all the more easy 
to creep into a house through any little hole.” 

“ Yes, that is true,” said the thief. “ You could 
easily creep into a house through any small hole. 
Perhaps, after all, you will be able to help us, even 
though you are such a strange little feUow. Come 
along, we will take you with us. I will put you in my 
pocket.” 

So the thief picked Httle Tom up and put him into 
his pocket, where he was quite safe and warm, and 
they went along till they came to the rich man’s house. 
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There they stopped, and the thief took Tom out of 
his pocket and held him in his hand, and showed him 
a house, which they could just see in the darkness. 

“ That is the rich man’s house,” said he. “ That is 
where we are going to steal. Let us look round and 
find a place where you can creep in.” 

They walked round the house and tried some of the 
doors and windows, but they were all shut up, and 
they could not open any of them. At last they found 
a little hole in the wall, out of which the water used 
to run. 

“ Here is a drain,” said one of the thieves to Tom ; 
“ do you think you can get in there ? ” 

“ Yes,” said Tom, “ that drain will do very well. 
I can easily creep in there.” 

“ Very well,” said the man, “ you shall creep in 
there, and when you get inside you must try to open 
one of the doors or windows for us, and we will come 
inside.” 

“ Very well,” said Tom, “ I will see what I can do. 
Put me down, and I will creep along the drain and get 
inside the house.” 

So they put Tom down on the ground, and he crept 
along the drain, and was inside the house in a minute. 

As soon as he got inside, he began shouting out as 
loud as he could i “ Which door shall I open ? 
Which window shall I open ? Which window did 
you say ? Tell me quickly.” 

R.R.S. n. Eg 
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“Hush,” said the thieves. “Hush, Be quiet. 
Don’t make that noise. Don’t shout so loud. You 
will wake everyone in the house.” 

But Tom still went on shouting as loud as he could. 
“ Tell me what you want me to do. Tell me which 
door you want me to open. There are lots of things 
here ; tell me what you want and I will give it to you.” 

“ Hush, hush,” said the thief. “ Be quiet. Do 
you hear what I say? Stop that noise.” 

But still Tom went on shouting, as if he did not hear 
him. 

Now it happened that one of the rich man’s servants 
was sleeping in the next room. The noise woke him, 
and he sat up in his bed and listened. 

“ What was that ? ” he said to himself. “ I 
thought I heard a noise in the next room. I think 
someone is trying to get into the house.” 

But there was no more noise just then. The thieves, 
who were frightened of being caught, had run away. 
They waited for some time and listened, but they 
heard no more noise, so they came creeping back very 
quietly to the house, and whispered to Tom, “ Now, 
my little fellow, see if you can open one of the doors 
and let us in ; but be as quiet as you can.” 

Then Tom began to shout again : “ What did you 
say ? Which door shall I open ? There are lots of 
things here ? What shall I give you ? Speak louder, 
I can’t hear you.” 
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This time the servant really woke up, and jumped 
out of bed and began to shout : “ Help, help ! Thieves, 
thieves ! Quick, come here, all of you, there are 
thieves trying to get into the house. Help, help ! 
Thieves, thieves ! ” 

All the servants came running into the room, half- 
dressed, and with sticks in their hands to drive away 
the thieves. But they could see no one. Then they 
opened the door, and looked this way and that, but 
they could see nothing. 

“ Why have you made all this noise ? ” they said 
to the servant who had called them. “ There is no 
one here. Why did you call out and wake us all ? 
Where are the thieves ? ” 

“ I don’t know,” answered the servant. “ I don’t 
know where the thieves are. They must have run 
away. But I heard them talking, and that’s why I 
called out.” 

“ Well,” said the other servants, “ if there were any 
thieves, they have all run away, so we had better all 
go back to our beds.” 

dry pillow bedroom steal rich 

shout-ed thief (thieves) really strange 

carefully fellow (make) made creep (crept) 

pocket which darkness drain 

(try) tried hush I quiet quietly 

servant lots half-dressed 
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Hints. — ^Notice the expression had letter, which is in very- 
common use in English : You had letter go home. You had 
better le quiet. 

Notice the form Fll for I will. It is pronounced He. 

CoNVEBSATiON. — ^Let the pupils act the parts of Tom Thumb 
and the thieves, and -talk to one another. 

Composition. — ^Describe Tom’s bed in the root of the tree. 
What did Tom do when he got into the house ? 

Grammar. — ^Point out a few more Adverbs. Well is also 
an adverb, though often used without a verb. 


LESSON 30. 

TOM THUMB, part hi. 

The thieves now knew that it was no use trying to 
get into the house, so they ran away into the forest, 
and no more was seen of them. 

Tom, who was afraid of being caught by the ser- 
vants, crept out of the drain and began to look for a 
nice warm place, where he could lie down and go to 
sleep. 

He soon found a big bundle of dry grass in a little 
house outside. He said to himself, “ This will make 
me a nice warm bed.” 

Then he covered himself up with the dry grass, and 
was soon fast asleep. 

Very early in the morning, before Tom was awake, 
one of the servants came out to feed the cows. He 
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took up the bundle of grass, inside which Tom was 
lying asleep, and threw it down in front of one of the 
cows. The cow began to eat the grass without seeing 
Tom, and poor little Tom went along with the grass 
into the cow’s mouth. 

Tom now woke up, with a start, to find himself in 
the cow’s mouth. He was very frightened, and said 
to himself : “ Where am I ? I don’t like this. I shall 
be crushed to death by these great teeth and killed.” 

But he was a clever little fellow and just kept out 
of the way of the cow’s teeth, so that he was not 
crushed and killed. But he could not get out of the 
cow’s mouth, and in another moment, he found himself 
swallowed down the cow’s throat and into her 
stomach. 

He didn’t like this at all, and said to himself, “ This 
is a very dark house ; they have forgotten to make 
any windows in it. I should like some more light. I 
cannot see anything at all.” 

There was not much room for him to move about 
inside the cow’s stomach, and as the cow went on 
eating and swallowing down more and more grass, 
there was less and less room for poor little Tom, and 
at last he was being crushed to death against the 
sides. So he began to shout out : “ Don’t bring me 
any more grass. I have had enough. Don’t bring 
me any more grass.” 

The man who had come to milk the cow heard, as 
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he thought, the cow talking, and was so frightened 
that he ran out of the cow-house as fast as he could. 
He came running to his master, all out of breath, and 
said, “ Master, master, the cow is talking. The cow 
is talking. I have never heard such a thing before. 
I am very frightened. What am I to do ? ” 

“ What are you talking about ? ” said his master. 
“ The cow is talking ! How can you say such a 
thing ? You know very well that cows can’t talk.” 

“ I know that, sir,” said the servant ; “I know that 
very well. But the cow is talking. Come and hear 
for yourself.” 

So the master came with his servant into the cow- 
house, and, just as they came inside the door, Tom, 
who was getting more and more crushed by all the 
grass that the cow was swallowing, shouted out : 
“ Don’t bring me any more grass, I tell you. Don’t 
bring me any more grass.” 

The master heard this, and was just as much 
frightened as the servant. 

“ That cow must be killed,” said he. “ There is 
a devil in the cow. We can’t keep a cow that talks. 
Let it be killed at once.” 

So the poor cow was taken out and killed, because 
they thought it had a devil ; and the cow’s stomach,, 
with little Tom inside it, was thrown away by the 
roadside. 

Tom tried his best to get out of the stomach, and 
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had nearly found a way out, when a hungry wolf, 
who happened to be passing by, saw the stomach and 
swallowed it, with little Tom still inside it. So poor 
Tom was now worse off than before. 

But he was a brave little fellow, and was not 
afraid to talk to the wolf. 

He said, “ Mr. Wolf, are you still hungry ? ” 

“ Yes,” said the wolf, “ I am still hungry.” 

“ Would you like some more food to eat ? ” 

“ Yes,” said the wolf, “ I should like some more 
food to eat very much. Why do you ask me ? ” 

“ Because,” said Tom, “ I know a place where you 
can get lots of good food.” 

“ Where is it ? ” said the wolf. “ Can you show 
me the way ? ” 

“ Yes,” said Tom, “ just listen to me, and you will 
easily find the way.” 

So Tom told the wolf the way to his father’s house ; 
and when they got there, he said, “ This is the place 
where you will find lots of good food to eat.” 

“ But how shall I get in ? ” asked the wolf. “ The 
door is shut.” 

“ Never mind if the door is shut,” said Tom. “ I 
will show you an easy way to get in. All you have to 
do is to creep up this drain, and it will take you right 
into a room, where there is lots of good food waiting 
for you. The drain is quite big enough for you to 
creep along.” 
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So the wolf crept quietly up the drain, and soon 
found himself in a room full of good food. 

He began to eat as fast as he could, and ate so much, 
that when he wanted to go out again, he had grown so 
fat that he couldn’t get into the drain. 

This was what Tom wanted to happen, and though 
he was nearly crushed to death with all the food the 
wolf had eaten, he was very glad, and began to shout 
and sing as loud as he could. 

The wolf was very much frightened at this, and said, 
“Be quiet, be quiet! Don’t make that noise. You 
will wake everybody in the house.” 

“ I don’t care,” said little Tom. “ You have had 
plenty to eat and are quite happy ; why shouldn’t I 
be happy, too ? ” And he went on shouting and sing- 
ing louder than ever. 

The woodman and his wife were waked up by the 
noise, and wondered what it could be. They came 
to the door and peeped into the room, and when they 
saw the wolf they were very frightened. 

“ Oh, it’s a wolf,” said the mother. “ I am afraid. 
What shall we do ? ” 

“ Hush 1 ” said the father. “ Be quiet. There is 
no need to be afraid. Let me get my axe, and I will 
soon kill the wolf.” 

So the woodman went and got his axe, and came 
quickly into the room. The wolf had eaten too much 
food to run fast, and was now too fat to creep through 
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the drain. The woodman soon hit him on the head 
with his axe, and the wolf fell down on the floor. 
The woodman then hit him again two or three times 



with his axe and killed him, and the wolf lay dead on 
the floor. 

Then all at once a voice cried, “ Father, father ! ” 

“ What is that ? ” said the woodman. “ Where 
does that voice come from ? It seems to come out of 
the wolf. He is not dead, I must hit him again with 
my axe.” 

Then he lifted up the axe and was going to hit the 
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wolf again, when a voice called out, “ Father, father, 
don’t kill me. I am your little Tom Thumb. I am 
inside the wolf.” 

“ That’s our Tom’s voice,” said his mother. “ I am 
sure it is our little Tom. But where is he ? ” 

And the woodman called out, “ I am sure it is his 
voice. Tom, Tom, where are you ? Tell us where 
you are.” 

“ Here I am, father,” said the voice. “ Here I am, 
inside the wolf. Cut him open and you will find me, 
but mind you don’t kill me with your knife.” 

“ Come, mother,” said the woodman, “ bring a 
knife quickly to cut the wolf open. But mind you 
don’t cut our little son.” 

The mother then brought a knife, and they soon 
cut the wolf’s stomach open, and out jumped little 
Tom as happy as could be, and very glad to be out in 
the fresh air once more. 

“ Ah ! ” said the mother, “ here is our dear little 
son. I wonder how he got there. How glad I am to 
see him again. Where have you been all this while, 
Tom ? Tell us all about it.” 

Tom said, “ First let me wash myself and get some 
clean clothes ; after that, I will tell you all about 
everything.” 

So Tom’s mother took him and washed him, and 
gave him some clean clothes to put on, and some nice 
food to eat, and a drink of fresh milk. 
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After Tom had been washed and had put on some 
clean clothes, and had something to eat and drink, 
he began to tell his father and mother everything that 
had happened to him. 

They were much surprised to hear all that he had 
been doing, and were very glad and happy to have 
their little son back with them again, safe and well. 

His father said, “ We are very glad to have you 
back again, and I will never sell you again, even if 
they give me lots and lots of money.” 


(throw) threw (thrown) 

(wake) woke 

crush-ed 

death 

(tooth) teeth 

swallow-ed 

stomach 

less 

master 

devil 

wolf 

(bad) worse (worst) 

brave 

mind 

fat 

wonder-ed 

peep-ed 

axe 

hit 

sure 

lie (lay) 

dead 

knife 

clean 

clothes 

everything 


Hints . — The plural of wolf is wolves. Swallow is pronounced 
swollow. 

Conversation. — Let boys act the parts of the wolf, Tom 
Thumb, and his father and mother. 

Composition.— A few sentences in reply to the question : 
What happened to Tom inside the cow ? 

Grammar. — ^Point out a few Adverbs. Note that very is an 
adverb. 
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LESSON 31. 

THE SONG OF THE BELL. 



Hark to the song. 

The song of the bell. 

It sings as it rings, 

But who can tell 
Why it does sing. 

With its ding, dong, ding. 
Or what is its song ? 

This is the song, 

The song that it sings ; 
These are the words 
The bell now rings : 
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“ Play is done, 

Work’s begun ; 

Girls and boys 
Must leave their fun.” 

Hark to the song, 

The song of the bell. 

It sings as it rings. 

But who can tell 
Why it does sing. 

With its ding, dong, ding, 

Or what is the song ? 

This is its song. 

The song that it sings : 

These are the words 
The bell now rings : 

“ The day is done, 

’Tis time for fun ; 

Now, girls and boys, 

Your play has begun.” 

Anon. 


LESSON 82. 

REVISION. 

Have you read the story of Tom Thumb ? 

Yes I have read it twice. Would you like to ask 
me some questions about it ? 
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Yes, please. I should like to ask you a few ques- 
tions, to see how many of the new words you remember. 

Very well, please begin. 

Can you tell me who Tom Thumb’s father was ? 

Yes, he was a woodman. 

What is a woodman ? 

A woodman is a man who cuts wood in the forest. 

Where did Tom’s father live ? 

He lived with his wife, in a lonely little house near 
the forest. 

Why was Tom called Tom Thumb ? 

He was named Tom Thumb because he was so 
small, no bigger than his father’s thumb. 

Was he a clever boy ? 

Yes, though he was very small, he was a clever little 
fellow, and very strong and healthy. 

Why did his father sell him ? 

His father sold him, because two men wanted to buy 
him and make lots of money by showing the little 
fellow in the towns. 

Did he want to sell his son ? 

No, he did not want to sell his son, but Tom 
whispered to him, “ Let them buy me, father. Take 
their money. I shall soon be back again.” 

Did Tom go away with the two men ? 

Yes, he went away, standing on the brim of the hat 
of one of them. 

What happened next ? 
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When they put him down, he ran away and hid 
himself in a rat’s hole. 

Did they try to catch him ? 

Yes, they tried to catch him ; they shouted to him, 
and they poked their sticks down the rat’s hole. But 
they couldn’t find Tom. 

What did they do next ? 

It grew dark, and they had to go away. 

Were they pleased ? 

No, they were very angry. 

Why were they angry ? 

They were angry because they had lost Tom, and 
had lost their money too. 

What money had they lost ? 

They had lost the money they gave to Tom’s 
father, when he sold him to them. 

What did Tom do after that ? 

He went with two thieves, to help them to steal 
money from a rich man’s house. 

How did he get into the house ? 

He crept into the house up a drain. 

Did he help them to steal ? 

No, he did not help them. He began shouting out 
as loud as he could, till at last he waked all the 
servants up, and the thieves had to run away. 

What did Tom do after that ? 

He crept out of the house through the drain, and 
went to sleep in a bundle of dry ^ass. 
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And then what did he do ? 

It was not Tom, but a cow that did the next thing. 

What do you mean ? 

If I tell you, you will understand. A cow ate up 
the grass without seeing that Tom was in it. 

Wasn’t poor Tom frightened ? 

Yes, he was very much frightened. He went right 
down the cow’s throat and into its stomach. 

How did Tom like that ? 

He didn’t like it at all. He said, “ It’s very dark 
down here. They have forgotten to put any windows 
in this house.” Then the cow began to eat some more 
grass, and Tom was nearly crushed to death. 

What did he say to that ? 

He began shouting out, ‘ Don’t bring me any more 
grass. That’s quite enough.” 

What happened then ? 

The man who had come to milk the cow was very 
frightened. He thought the cow had a devil and was 
talking, so he ran to tell his master. 

What did the master do ? 

He had the cow killed, because he said it would 
never do to keep a cow that had a devil, and talked. 

Was Tom killed ? 

No, but he was nearly killed. They took the cow’s 
stomach, with Tom still in it, and threw it away by 
the side of the road. 

Poor Tom ! I wonder what happened to him then ? 
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A hungry wolf came along and swallowed down the 
cow’s stomach, with Tom still inside it. 

Poor Tom must have been worse off than before ? 

Yes, he was worse off than before. But he was a 
brave little fellow, and soon made a plan to get out of 
the wolfs stomach. 

What was the plan ? 

He asked the wolf if he wanted any more to eat, and 
when he said “ Yes,” he told him the way to his 
father’s house. 

What did they do then ? 

Tom told the wolf how to creep into the house 
through a drain. 

Did the wolf creep into the house ? 

Yes, he crept in, and found a room full of lots of 
good things to eat. 

What happened then ? 

The wolf ate so much that he was too fat to creep 
out through the drain. Then Tom began to sing and 
shout, till he waked his father and mother. 

What did they do ? 

They wondered what the noise was. Then they 
came and peeped into the room and saw the wolf. 
As soon as the woodman saw the wolf he ran to get 
his axe. Then he came into the room, and hit the 
wolf two or three times with his axe and killed him. 

Did he kill little Tom ? 
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No, because little Tom called out to his father, and 
said, “ Don’t kill me.” 

The mother said, “ I am sure that is little Tom. 
t know his voice.” 

What did they do then ? 

They got a knife and cut the wolf open, and found 
their little son still alive inside him. 

Were they surprised to see him ? 

Yes, they were very much surprised, and very glad 
and happy to find him alive and well. 

What did Tom’s mother do ? 

First she took him and washed him, then she gave 
him some clean clothes to put on, and after that, some 
nice food to eat and some fresh milk to drink. 

What did Tom do ? 

After he had had some food he told them everything 
that he had been doing. They were full of wonder to 
hear all the strange things their brave little boy had 
done, and his father said that he would never sell him 
again, even if people offered him lots of money. 

Hints. — ^L et the revision of the lesson be as thorough as 
possible. The pupils should be encouraged to ask fresh 
questions, so as to get practice in using the words they have 
already learnt. 

CoNVEESATioN. — ^Let the pupils act the story, taking dif- 
ferent parts. This will be very useful in teaching them to use 
the 1st Person instead of the 8rd. Thus, instead of saying, 
“ The wolf asked Tom to show him where he could get lots of 
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food,” the pupil who is acting the part of the wolf will say, 
“ Can you show me a place where I can gel lots of food?'” 
In this way the pupils, without knowing it, will he learning 
how to turn the Indirect into the Direct Form. Many similar 
exercises may be given. 

Composition. — ^Write six questions about Tom, and then 
write the answers to them. 

Grammak. — Give a general revision, and get the pupils 
to point out the parts of speech they have learnt : Nouns, 
Adjectives, Pronouns, Verbs, Adverbs. 

ADDITIONAL POEMS. 

The following ten simple poems may be used by those teachers 
who wish their pupils to read more poetry. 

1 . 

THE ELEPHANT* 



The Elephant in Asia 

In Asia and in Africa 
The Elephant is found ; 

He larger is than any beast 
That walks upon the ground. 
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When tame, he gentle is and mild, 

And does what he’s desired ,* 

But if he’s mocked or treated ill, 

With anger he is fired. 

When wild he’s hunted by the men 
That they his tusks may sell ; 

These tusks are ivory, we learn ; 

Its use we all can tell. 

Anon. 



The Blephaot m Africa 
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2 . 

SLEEP, BABY, SLEEP I 



Sleep, baby, sleep ! 

Thy father guards his sheep ; 

Thy mother shakes the dreamland tree, 
Down comes a little dream for thee. 
Sleep, baby, sleep ! 

Sleep, baby, sleep ! 

The large stars are the sheep. 

The little stars are lambs, I guess, 

The gentle moon their shepherdess. 
Sleep, baby, sleep ! 


Anon. 
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3 . 

THE LITTLE PLANT* 

In the heart of a seed 
Buried deep, so deep, 

A dear little plant 
Lay fast asleep. 

“ Wake,” said the sunshine. 

And creep to the light. 

“ Wake,” said the voice 
Of the raindrops bright. 

The little plant heard, 

And it rose to see 

What the wonderful 
Outside world might be. 

Kate L. Beown, 
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4. 

THE ANTS* 



A little black ant found a large grain of wheat, 
Too heavy to lift or to roll ; 

So he begged of a neighbour he happened to meet, 
To help it down into his hole. 

“ I’ve got my own work to look after,” said he ; 
“You must shift for yourself, if you please ” j 

So he crawled off as selfish and cross as could be. 
And lay down to sleep at his ease. 

Just then a black brother was passing that road. 
And seeing his brother in want, 

Came up and assisted him in with his load. 

For he was a good-natured arit. 

Let all who this istory may happen to hear 
Endeavour to profit by it ; 

For often it happens that children appear 
As cross as the ant every bit. 



150 RAPID READING SERIES. READER 11 . 

And the good-natured ant who assisted his brother 
May teach those who choose to be taught, 

That if little insects are kind to each other, 

Then children most certainly ought. 

Jane Tayloe. 

shift for yourself : work or act for yourself. 

(mght : ought to be kind to each other. 



Whene’er I take my walks abroad, 
How many poor I see ! 

What shall I render to my God 
For all his gifts to me ? 

Not more than others I deserve, 

. Yet God hath given me more : 

For I have food, while others starve. 
Or beg from door to door. 
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How many children in the street 
Half -naked I behold : 

While I am clothed from head to feet 
And covered from the cold. 

While some poor creatures scarce can tell 
Where they may lay their head, 

I have a house wherein to dwell, 

And rest upon my bed. 

Are these Thy favours, day by day, 

To me above the rest ? 

Then let me love Thee more than they. 

And try to serve Thee best. 

Isaac Watts. 

wheTie’er ; whenever. The word is pronounced whenair. 
render : give back. 
behold : see. 

scarce : scarcely, hardly. 
dwell : live. 



152 RAPID READING SERIES. READER II. 


6 . 



There was a naughty boy, 
And a naughty boy was he, 
He ran away to Scotland 
The people for to see. 

Then he found 
That the ground 
Was as hard, 

That a yard 
Was as long, 

That a song 
Was as merry. 

That a cherry 
Was as red. 

That lead 


Was as weighty. 
That four-score 


Was as eighty. 
That a door 
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Was as wooden 
As in England. 

So he stood in his shoes 
And he wondered, 

He wondered ; 

He stood in his shoes 
And he wondered. 

J. Keats. 


fourscore : four times twenty. 


7. 

THE GREEDY DOG* 



A narrow bridge from bank to bank 
Lay right across a brook ; 

A dog that crossed with meal in mouth 
Chanced in the stream to look. 

And there, as large as life itself. 

He saw a piece of meat, 

Held by another like himself, 

Carrying it off to eat. 
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“ Ha ! ha ! ” the dog said to himself, 

“ I’ll have that meat as well ! ” 

He snatched at it ; but in the brook 
His own good dinner fell. 

Anon. 



Is the moon tired ? She looks so pale 
Within her misty veil : 

She scales the sky from east to west, 

And takes no rest. 

Before the coming of the night 
The moon shows papery white ; 

Before the dawning of the day 
She fades away. 

Chbistina Rossetti. 

scales : climbs. 

'papery white : white like paper. 
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We are the firemen, and I’m sure 
You know us when we pass ; 

Our clothes are made of dark blue cloth. 
Our helmets are of brass. 

If any house is burning and 
We hear the people shout, 

It does not take us very long 
To get the engine out. 

Our horses quickly take it to 
The place that is alight ; 

They do not stop one moment, but 
They run with all their might. 

We set to work at once to save 
The people and the place ; 

We have to go right in the fire. 

And many dangers face. 
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The engine throws the water high 
On every roaring flame, 

And where we think the fire might spread 
We serve it just the same. 

If you should know of any fire 
That’s raging round about, 

Just send for us and we will come. 

And quickly put it out. 

Agnes J. Austin 


helmet : a kind of hat. 


10 . 

A CHILD’S EVENSONG* 

The sun is weary for he ran 
So far and fast to-day ; 

The birds are weary, for who sang 
So many songs as they ? 

The bees and butterflies at last 
Are tired out, for just think, too, 

How many gardens through the day 
Their little wings have fluttered through. 
And so, as all tired people do. 

They’ve gone to lay their sleepy heads 
Deep, deep in warm and happy beds. 

The sun has shut his golden eye 
And gone to sleep beneath the sky. 
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The birds and butterflies and bees 
Have all crept into flowers and trees, 
And all lie quiet, still as mice. 

Till morning comes-— like father’s voice. 
So Geoffrey, Owen, Phyllis, you 
Must sleep away till morning too. 

Close little eyes, down little heads. 

And sleep sleep — sleep in happy beds. 
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R. Le Gallienne. 
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